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HE ANC has suffered a se-
rious setback at the polls.
Many of its supporters did
not vote and others turned to

the DA or independent candidates.
The DA’s supporters were energised,
the ANC’s often lethargic.

Outside of KwaZulu-Natal, where
the Inkatha Freedom Party has had
something of a revival, it is only in
rural areas where the ANC has re-
tained overwhelming support.

The party has largely lost the sup-
port of minorities and is rapidly los-
ing the support of the middle classes
and of urban residents. It is becoming
a party of the rural poor.

A pliant SABC, a huge c a mp a i g n
budget and the power that comes
from control of the state have not
been able to prevent a significant
backlash against President Jacob Zu-
ma at the polls.

Millions have rejected Zuma and
the rampant corruption, state cap-
ture and factionalism with which his
presidency has been associated. The
result will strengthen Zuma’s critics
in the party. It will also push the

party towards more responsive forms
of government. This could be the
ending of the era of impunity.

When a ruling party knows it may
lose a ward or a council, it will not
continue to treat voters with the
contempt that has become normal in
recent years.

The success of some independent
candidates means the party will be
less willing to impose candidates on
communities.

The beneficiaries of the swing
away from the ANC have been the
parties of the right, primarily the DA
but also, in KwaZulu-Natal, the IFP.
The EFF made modest gains but
these are small in relation to the
outsize media coverage it e n j oys .

Nu m s a ’s United Front, which was
said to be set to win more than 30% of

the vote in Port Elizabeth, was dec-
i m at e d . The Workers’ and Socialist
Pa r ty was not even able to field can-
d i d at e s . The Africanist and black
consciousness parties were not able
to win any significant support.

Social media, as well as much of
the traditional media, give the im-
pression that there is a mass demand
for a radical alternative. The “wo ke
g e n e r at i o n ”, active on social media,
and often taken seriously in the tra-
ditional media, has frequently been
assumed to represent a popular rad-
ical groundswell. This election has
shown that the “woke generation”,
and some media too, are wildly out of
touch with popular sentiment.

The reality is that, with the ex-
ception of the modest support for the
EFF, socialist, black consciousness

and Africanist ideas had almost no
traction. The left will need to take
this seriously to move beyond c h e ap
p o stu r i n g .

The era of coalition government is
upon us. Some optimism about this is
possibly misplaced, though. Coali-
tions can work and can force com-
promises, but in many countries
coalition governments have r e su l t e d
in gridlock. For coalitions to work
they will require alliances between

parties with very different politics.
The EFF, which may be able to play

a k i n g m a ke r role in some councils,
has been critical of the ANC and the
DA. An association with either party
could damage its credibility. W h at -
ever happens, things will be inter-
esting in Johannesburg and Pretoria.

As for the tripartite alliance, Nu m -
sa and a number of other unions have
already abandoned it. In Durban,
where there has been tension be-
tween the SACP and the pro-Zuma
faction of the ANC, an SACP activist
running as an independent won in
Inchanga.

The SACP has solid structures in
parts of Durban and it is not im-
possible that this victory could open
the door for the party to begin to
make its way independently of the

ANC. If this is the case, the implosion
of the alliance would mark another
significant moment in the decay of
the ANC’s h e g e m o ny .

The ANC has largely lost the sup-
port of minorities. It was routed in
Cape Town and the Western Cape. In
Durban a huge effort was made to
win over the working-class Indian
areas, with little success. If the ANC
is no longer able to represent the
nation as a whole in racial terms, that
would mark another significant shift
in the political landscape.

One potentially worrying feature is
that the ANC has done well in the
largely rural provinces where the
“Premier League” is strong. If this
weakens the forces within the ANC
that are opposed to corruption and
patronage, and which have a mod-

��� ���� �	
��	� �� ����� ��� ��	� ������ ����� ����	�� ������� �������� ���� ��� ������� ��	� �����	� 
����	�� ���� ��������	�

�

�� ���� ��� ���
���� ��������
���������� �	�
����
� ��� ��
��  �!��� �� ���"

ernising and democratic vision, it
would be u n fo r tu n at e .

The ANC in Gauteng is considered
to be the party at its best, yet it paid
the price at the polls for Zuma’s
leadership. In the rural provinces,
where corruption is rampant and, in
some cases, political violence is rou-
tine, the local party leadership has
not been as heavily punished.

The ANC will continue to rule fo r
the foreseeable future. It will win the
2019 national election, but things may
be different in 2024. For this reason
we all have a stake in how the ANC
responds to the bloody nose it re-
c e ive d . If it recognises that Zuma,
and the politics associated with him,
are the problem, and if it aims to
r e fo r m , this election could mark a
significant and positive turning
point.
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