
IT’S Record Store Day on 
April 16. This annual affair 
came into being in 2007 when 
independent record stores 
throughout the world felt the 
need to re-invigorate respect 
for records in music follow-
ers. 

For the benefit of  younger 
readers, a vinyl record is an 
analogue sound storage sys-
tem played on turntables. 
Records were produced in 
different formats. Initially, 
there were records which 
played at 78 rpm (revolutions 
per minute), then came the 
“7-inch single” (45 rpm), and 
the long-playing (LP) record.

As the disco era dawned, 
the extended 12-inch single 
such as Galaxy’s What Do 

I Do and Inner City’s Big 

Fun became the club DJ’s hot 
property.

It became a ritual to spend 
time browsing through the 
collections at record stores, 
which became hubs, fos-
tering bonds between those 
with an ear for a particular 
sound. And the pride and 
joy of  carefully placing new 
material on the turntable 
back home and playing it was 
palpable. 

Record stores that fuelled 
the love for music and did 
swift trade in Durban in-
cluded Raj Music, Record 
King, Underground Den, 
Manhattan Music and Buzz 
Record Bar. I got to know 
these popular places exceed-
ingly well as my love for 
music ignited at a tender age. 

My first purchase was 
from Raj Music –. the single 
by Paul Simon, Mother and 

Child Reunion, costing all of  
99 cents – thanks to my mom, 
who drove me into the city 
centre. 

The first album I bought 
was George McCrae’s Rock 

Your Baby at Record King 
for a princely sum of  R4.99 
(which took me many months 
to accumulate). 

I even had the privilege 
of  telling Paul Simon of  that 
first single acquired when 
we met in the mid-80s. He 
had collaborated with sev-
eral South African artists, in-
cluding my long-time friend 
Joseph Shabalala of  Ladys-
mith Black Mambazo, on 
the Grammy award-winning 
Graceland album. 

Paul had done so during 
the time of  the UN’s cultural 
boycott of  the country, and 
part of  his work here was to 
conduct workshops for musi-
cians. As an executive mem-
ber of  the Music Association 
of  Natal (Mana), together 
with Steve Fataar of  the 
Flames and Dave Marks,who 
penned the Four Jacks & a 
Jill hit Master Jack, we or-
ganised the Durban event for 
Paul. 

Through the decades,  
records have served to re-
kindle many a marvellous 
memory through powerful 
melodies and uplifting lyrics. 
From the magical days of  
Motown through to hits such 
as Laughter in the Rain (Neil 
Sedaka), A Whiter Shade of  

Pale (Procul Harum), Here 

and Now (Luther Vandross) 
and Holding Back the Years 
(Simply Red), the memories 
come flooding back. 

A classic recorded in 
1980 was Everybody’s Got To 

Learn Sometime by the Kor-
gis. Its hauntingly beautiful 
and was written by front-
man James Warren in just 
15 minutes. It’s my all-time 
favourite song: I even have 
two copies of  the single. 

South African record-
ing giants include Raiders, 
Los Pepitos. Kreme, Dukes 
Combo, Pacific Express, 
Flood, Spirits Rejoice, Rab-
bitt, Abdullah Ibrahim and 
Margaret Singana. 

Airplay was crucial for 
success and the name of  
the game then was to chart 
on David Gresham’s Top 20 
show on Springbok Radio. It’s 
no secret that the apartheid 
regime saw it necessary to 
ban “inappropriate” music, 
including that of  Stevie Won-
der. Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika 
(Enoch Sontonga) was totally 
despised. However, the cour-
ageous Oscar Renzi bucked 
the system and played this 
soul-stirring composition 
at the start and end of  his 
shows on Capital Radio.

The power of  music is 
astounding: Unchained Mel-

ody by the Righteous Broth-
ers even woke a patient from 
a coma. The song played at 
a couple’s wedding, and the 
husband later played it when-
his wife was critically ill…

Records sold by the hun-
dreds of  thousands in the 
70s and 80s but fell into dis-
favour in the early 90s as the 
compact disc (CD) grabbed 
attention. 

The resurgence in re-
cords in recent years is a 
major boost for artists. Vinyl 
charts have made a come-
back, and some radio stations 
are playing records only. This  
Saturday, popular records of  
Ravi Shankar, Elton John, 
Bob Dylan and The Doors are 
being re-released.

As someone once said, 
“People don’t know what 
they like, they like what they 
know”. How apt for records! 
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THE announcement by govern-
ment, through its Department 
of  Cooperative Government 
and Traditional Affairs, that 
this year’s local government 
elections will take place on  
August 3 has set the wheels 
for the election campaigns in 
motion. 

Political parties now have a 
target towards which they are 
working. 

Whether they will do better 
than in the previous election is 
a story for another day. 

With the ruling of  the Con-
stitutional Court still fresh 
in everyone’s mind, there is  
unsurprising speculation that 
the ruling party, the ANC, will 
be the main loser in this elec-
tion. 

But does this belief  really 
hold any ground? 

In other words, to what  
extent can such a view be sus-
tained? 

The best way to address 
these questions is to draw from 
history and allow it to play its 
educative role.

Before using history as a 
guide, it would be fair to say 
that indeed the court ruling 
caused a dent to the ANC, and 
further widened pre-existing 
political divisions within the 
ANC – some of  which are per-
sonal. 

Invariably, it is not only op-
position political parties that 
are calling for President Jacob 
Zuma to resign. 

Some senior cadres of  the 
movement, such as Ahmed 
Kathrada and Denis Goldberg, 
have joined the chorus sung by 
opposition parties, who seem 
to blindly call for the president 
to resign and forget about the 
set procedures on how a presi-
dent is removed from office. 

Similar calls have been 
made by people like Trevor 
Manuel and Mathews Phosa, 
as well as former youth league 
leaders such as Ronald Lamola. 

If  this trend is anything to 
go by, then it becomes plausible 
to believe that the ANC will not 
perform well in the upcoming 
election.

Having said that, I person-
ally have a strong belief  that 
people who say the ANC will 
be beaten hands-down in the 

forthcoming local government 
election have no clue whatso-
ever about South African pol-
itics in general and the history 
of  the ANC in particular. 

Before the 2014 general elec-
tion, the same political analy-
sis was made when the ANC 
had so many issues to deal 
with. 

These included, but were 
not limited to, the Nkandla 
issue, the e-tolls, as well as div-
isions within Cosatu and what 
appeared to be an unhealthy 
relationship within the tripart-
ite alliance.

Those of  us who argued 
that the ANC would record a 
slightly reduced victory in the 
2014 election, but that it would 
still win the election, were said 
to be day-dreaming. 

This continued until the re-
sults came out and vindicated 
us. 

It is now history that the 
ANC won the general election 
in 2014 with a huge margin 
(62.15%), leaving the DA miles 
away with only 22.23%. 

Opposition

We cannot even talk about 
the other opposition political 
parties. 

Cope, for example, did not 
have as many problems as the 
ANC (except for the mud-sling-
ing and bad-mouthing between 
Mbhazima Shilowa and Mo-
siuoa Lekota and their sup-
porters). 

However, Cope came down 
from 30 to a mere three seats. 

Why did Cope fail to capital-

ise on the problems faced by 
the ANC? 

What has changed since 2014 
that will see opposition pol-
itical parties gaining ground 
and winning more municipal-
ities?

Using the results of  the 2014 
elections as a yardstick, we can 
safely say that the ANC will get 
a lower number of  votes in the 
August local election in many 
municipalities as a result of  
lower voter confidence. 

But at the same time, a 
loss to the ANC does not auto-
matically mean that opposition 
parties will gain. 

Voter apathy is rampant in 
South Africa. 

Some people would rather 
not vote than vote against the 
ANC. 

The question is why are 
people so attached to the ANC, 
even when it disappoints them 

and gets involved in scandals, 
or when its leadership is found 
to have acted with impropri-
ety? 

This question is at the core 
of  any analysis of  what we 
can expect in the August local 
government election. 

I will touch on it, albeit suc-
cinctly.

First, opposition parties in 
South Africa have failed dis-
mally to present themselves as 
an alternative to the ANC. 

Closer to the election, most 
of  them wait until the ANC has 
published its election mani-
festo. They then challenge as-
pects of  it in the name of  cre-
ating their own. 

This is shameful and plays 
in the hands of  the ANC. 

This makes the ANC  
appear to be a better option, 
despite its many challenges – 
including the Constitutional 

Court ruling.
Second, by virtue of  ob-

taining a certain number of  
votes in an election, which 
gives opposition parties a 
number of  seats in Parliament, 
in accordance with the pro-
portional representation vot-
ing system they are entitled 
to keep the ruling party (the 
ANC) on its toes. 

Evidence shows that they 
are not doing this. 

Instead, they go to court for 
each and every misunderstand-
ing with the ANC. 

What happens in Parlia-
ment is a disgrace. 

In fact, one gets the impres-
sion that opposition political 
parties undermine the elector-
ate. They do not deliver on 
their mandate but satisfy their 
personal vendettas.

Third, in the eyes of  many 
people, the ANC is still their 
“Messiah”, a movement which 
set them free. 

They feel that they owe it 
to the ANC to keep it in power 
even if  there are things that 
are not going well within the 
party.

In a nutshell, my strong  
belief  is that the ruling by  
the Constitutional Court will, 
indeed, cause a dent in the 
ANC. 

However, such a dent will 
not be enough to see the ANC 
lose many municipalities, as 
some people believe. 

In fact, we should not forget 
that just a few days ago, oppos-
ition parties derived strength 
from the court ruling and 
called for a debate to impeach 

President Zuma. 
As with all other attempts 

in the past, they once again 
failed – only getting 133 votes 
against the ANC’s 233. 

This should send signals 
to the opposition parties that 
things are not as simple as 
they look. 
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THESE local government 
elections will be inter-
esting. I don’t mean it 
like the Chinese curse, 

“may you live in interesting 
times”. What is pretty certain 
is that the ANC will face its 
most testing time at the August 
3 polls. Will it risk one man 
being its unmaking? 

President Zuma’s shenani-
gans have been a scalpel driven 
deep into the soul of  the party. 

No sitting president of  the 
ANC has been denounced so 
vociferously from within its 
own ranks. In 1952 Dr James 
Sebe Moroka was removed 
from the presidency and ex-
pelled from the party. That had 
to do with breaking ranks over 
the Defiance Campaign and 
key policy positions on fight-
ing apartheid. It wasn’t about 
personal misconduct of  the 
sort that has dogged Zuma for 
years. The ANC regrouped af-
ter the 1952 crisis, reaching its 
highpoint in the 1955 Congress 
of  the People which wrote the 
Freedom Charter. The Consti-
tutional Court judgement has 
to be the ANC’s lowest point 
ever.

This time, the cat with nine 
lives is fading. He intimated 
as much when he said in Mel-
moth last weekend that people 
should prepare themselves for 
when he might no longer be in 
office.

Just reading between the 
lines of  Secretary General 

Gwede Mantashe’s statements, 
one gets the sense that the exit 
plan is being hatched, but on 
the ANC’s own terms. More and 
more of  the party elders are ex-
pressing themselves publicly. 
The Sefako Makgatho branch 
in Gauteng did the previously 
unthinkable by demanding a 
recall and disciplinary meas-
ures against the president. 
That single act of  defiance is 
far more profound than a 100 
boot-licking branches coming 
out in his support. One can 
be certain that more branches 
will revolt. 

Zuma’s enormous sacrifices 
in the freedom struggle now 
pale behind the shadow of  the 
painful invective from retired 
Constitutional Court Judge 
Zak Yacoob: “Our president 
has acted dishonestly, miser-
ably and corruptedly.” What 
then of  the local government 
elections?

The job of  the political ana-
lyst is to read trends and draw 
inferences. That’s not been 
easy under a Zuma presidency. 
He has consistently bucked 
anticipated patterns of  behav-
iour. Des van Rooyen came 
from left field. The acerbic and 
failed Tina Joemat-Pettersson 
got a promotion in the cab-
inet. Even Judge President 
Moegoeng, who has since ad-

mirably confounded his initial 
critics, was never a contender 
in the traditional judicial peck-
ing order. 

By sailing a little too close 
to the wind with the shifty 
Guptas, Zuma dealt himself  a 
mortal political wound. The 
Constitutional Court judgment 
is his political casket. 

Reading the institution that 
is the ANC is a tad easier. The 

party will limp towards August 
with its broken president. The 
Zuma-emblazoned T-shirts and 
billboards will quietly retreat. 

The ANC will play up its 
freedom credentials and its 
service delivery track record. 
Those are not to be sneezed 
at. According to the very in-
dependent Institute of  Race Re-
lations, all development indica-
tors between 1994 and 2016 are 

up – health, education, housing 
and even employment. 

The crime stats they cite 
also making interesting read-
ing. In 1994 the murder rate was 
67 per 100 000. That dropped to 
33 in 2015. The middle classes 

will be comforted that interest 
rates tumbled from a height of  
21.8% in 1998 to a low of  8.8% 
in 2012. The opposition can’t 
make any comparative boast.

I wonder if  Musi Maimane 
has paused to unpack his claim 
that the DA has turned the 
Western Cape around? Ask 
around the Cape Flats and 
you will be told that the DA 
has made it even better for 
its whites (who are migrating 
to the Cape in droves), while 
coloureds and Africans still 
staff  the army of  the poor and 
unemployed. Indians, I am re-
liably informed, have made the 
biggest socio-economic gains 
nationwide compared to any 
other population group since 
1994. 

The EFF make for good 
headlines. They will continue 
to rouse the angry and the ex-
pectant. They have no real plan 
to govern with any measure 
of  responsibility. While they 
will certainly pick up seats in 
these elections, their plans on 
nationalisation and land re-
distribution reek of  Mugabe’s 
worst excesses. 

Even though the chips are 
down for the ANC, its history 
tells us that it will regroup. 
The ANC will gently cut Zuma 
loose as it tries to rebuild pub-
lic trust. The factions will cob-
ble a fragile unity, if  only to 
tap party resources to get their 
people elected. The praise sing-
ers will ditch Zuma to rally 
behind a new messiah.

Pravin Gordhan puts it 
rather tidily: “The remarkable 
thing about the ANC, some-
where in its genes, it’s able to 
find the right answers at the 
right time.” We do indeed live 
in interesting times.
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A South African man wears a Scream mask as he protests against the president and ruling 
ANC outside Parliament in Cape Town last week while opposition parties debated the 
impeachment of President Jacob Zuma. South Africa’s Constitutional Court has found 
President Zuma ignored the Public Protector’s ruling to pay for private upgrades to his Nkandla 
home.  PICTURE: EPA

Although the 
chips are down 

for the ANC, 
its history tells 
us that it will 

regroup

Will the Constitutional Court ruling determine the outcome of the upcoming local elections?

ANC will lose votes, 
but not the election

Mmusi Maimane and the DA may not gain from an ANC loss.
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Back in a spin 
about vinyl
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Robin Sewlal with long-time friend Dr Joseph Shabalala of 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo.


