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DURING Brian Van Zyl’s tenure as 
chief  executive of  The Sharks his 
successes have been unquestion-
able. He led the union to a handful 
of  Currie Cup victories, a Super 
Rugby final, developed a number of  
Springboks and most importantly 
helped build The Sharks into the 
superbrand it is today.

Van Zyl’s recent open letter has 
raised some concerning points 
regarding the state of  the Sharks 
brand, forcing many stakeholders 
and fans to question the stability of  
their favourite rugby brand. 

One does, however, question the 
timing of  Van Zyl’s letter and the 
intentions. 

As a “concerned fan and former 
employee”, whose long history at 
The Sharks would undoubtedly 
have an impact on the brand’s cur-
rent state of  affairs, was this the 
best way to voice his concerns? 
Or does it speak to a larger issue 
at hand between the former chief  
executive and the current Sharks 
enterprise? Also noting the recent 
announcement of  John Smit’s re-
signation.

Van Zyl, together with Leigh 
Heard, the long-standing finan-
cial officer under him, exited The 
Sharks in 2013 when the board saw 
the need for change. It was during 
the change of  leadership that sus-
picious financial irregularities 
surfaced, calling for a Sars inves-
tigation. With The Sharks brand 
reputation and stability the main 
focus, it is believed that The Sharks 
and the KZNRU decided not to pur-

sue these investigations, but to rath-
er concentrate on building a new 
sustainable business model, work-
ing closely with stakeholders and 
increasing commercial revenue.

Reports suggest Van Zyl did not 
leave The Sharks in the position he 
claims. While his letter boasts a his-
tory of  financial success, in his final 
year in office The Sharks posted a 
substantial loss, with numerous 
creditors carried over into 2013 and 
2014. Additionally, Van Zyl left The 
Sharks with numerous open-ended 
contracts and what might be seen 
as questionable agreements and 
contracts with suppliers, staff  and 
players that are still being fulfilled.

While Van Zyl talks of  concern 
for the brand it would seem his 
open letter offered an opportunity 
to launch a personal attack on Gra-
ham Makenzie (KZNRU president) 
and John Smit (Sharks chief  exec-
utive) with little thought as to how 
this could impact the brand in the 
long run. His letter seems to do little 
to help the current situation at The 
Sharks – surely more would be bet-
ter achieved in talks with relevant 
parties? Or does it rather speak of  
the character of  the man and his 
own political agenda?

It is undeniable that The Sharks 
have had to swim rough seas in re-
cent years facing difficult changes, 
most recent being the resignation 
of  John Smit, losing two players 
(Jacques Potgieter and Renaldo 
Bothma), and the firing of  Jake 
White and John Plumtree. 

However, it could easily be 
argued that these are not actions 
unique to the last three years under 
Smit. If  you were to look purely at 
the make-up of  the current Lions 
and South African squads you will 
find a host of  players who were let 
go under the previous regime at The 
Sharks, including Warren Whiteley, 
Julian Redelinghuys, Ross Cronje, 
dynamic Blitzbok flyer Rosko Spec-
man.

While we all love a good match, 
as a supporter one would hope that 
the mud slinging from both sides 
would remain behind closed doors 
rather than being battled out via 
the public domain. After all, we are 
just here for the rugby! Set a positive  
example for tomorrow’s leaders. 

● Chanakira is a columnist 

for RuggaWorld 

Why 
dissect 
Sharks 
issues 
in 
public?

WITH the August 3 local govern-
ment elections just weeks away, the 
silly season is well under way. 

The radio and television debates 
have been endlessly infuriating. 
Having observed town hall and tele-
vision debates in both the US and 
the UK, I hanker after a bit of  pol-
ish, if  decorum is too much to ask. 

Some of  our politicians ap-
proach the debates like street fight-
ers. They come across as coarse if  
not downright boorish. The odd few 
are statesmanlike. 

Too often it’s turning out like 
reality TV with both panelists and 
the supporters forgetting there is 
an external audience. Trading in-
sults, shouting and drowning out 
speakers from the other camp is the 
norm. 

Dishonest and personal attacks 
have become routine. Does it have to 
degenerate into kindergarten hair 
pulling? 

My special irritation is with 
the DA. The more I see of  Mmusi 
Maimane and his pseudo-Obama 
make-over, the more I bristle. He is 
a special invention for a particular 
time and space in the DA’s peculiar 
world view. Maimane just doesn’t 
cut it. He fits into the mould that the 
American make-over artists have 
conjured, but lacks the substance.

He lacks the confidence of  a 
Helen Zille. There she was – female, 
middle class and straight-talking. 
She knew what she was on about 
and inspired belief  among a niche 
audience of  self-threatened minor-
ities. She spoke to their fears and 
frustrations. 

She cared little for the content 
of  her public statements and even 
less about her tweets. Her constitu-
ency was stridently anti-ANC, an-
ti-Zuma, captured by the pro-Israel 
lobby and determined to hold on to 

its material privileges. She was up-
front. 

Not so with Maimane and his 
merry band of  praise singers. He 
sounds duplicitous. It was there 
from the start, in the manner in 
which he ascended the DA throne, 
tramping over the corpses of  DA 
stalwarts. 

Then came the pseudo-Obama 
haircut, open-necked shirts and 
furious hand gestures. Obama, his 
frequent folly in world affairs not-
withstanding, is one of  a kind. You 
cannot simply pluck an ambitious 
black man from obscurity, dress 
him up and think that uGogo in Um-
lazi is going to give him her vote. 

Cliché

Maimane actually has nothing 
to say. It’s all vacuous cliché. All 
the DA have done is replace the 
straight-talking of  Tony Leon and 
Zille with sugar-coated sweet talk 
that has no content. It’s advertising 
over substance.

This aggressive wobble into the 
black vote is going to cost the DA. 
Already we’re seeing its internal 
contradictions finding nasty ex-
pression. Its base among whites, 
coloureds and Indians is not as firm 
as under the Zille leadership. 

The minorities who have been 
dedicated party workers, benefac-
tors or supporters are being over-
looked while the black “refugees” 
(to use a Zillism) make a play for a 
piece of  the pie. 

Witness the torment in the In-

dian ranks of  the DA in the over-
whelmingly Indian and well-heeled 
suburb of  Reservoir Hills, where 
the DA has put up an African new-
comer and shack dweller as its ward 
candidate. 

In this suburb, once solidly ANC, 
the ruling party lost the bulk of  its 
middle-class Indian support after it 
dumped its Indian councillor for an 
African shack dweller to try to see 
off  the threat from Abahlali baseM-
jondolo. The move failed to win back 
the support of  the shack dwellers 
and lost the party most of  its mid-
dle-class Indian support.

The Reservoir Hills DA support-
ers have not abandoned the party 
quietly. Their threat is that the vote 
will follow. 

That must worry another 
fast-talker. Haniff  Hoosen is the 
DA’s mayoral candidate for the 
eThekwini Metro. He is in the 
Maimane jelly-mould but without 
the expensive suits. The ANC has 
been having a field day rattling the 
skeletons in Hoosen’s cage. I re-
member him as being violently an-
ti-DA because he couldn’t reconcile 
his Muslimness with the anti-Pales-
tine DA position. 

He was a faithful soldier of  Pa-
tricia de Lille in the Independent 
Democrats, and the promise she 
represented. It has since emerged 
that he has a shady past as a paid 
organiser for the National Party. 
Those thirty pieces of  silver he ap-
parently earned while Nelson Man-
dela was still a prisoner of  the Nats. 

Quite what will tumble out of  

Maimane’s closet as both the party 
faithful and the DA’s detractors 
start chirping will make for a very 
interesting few weeks. It’s already 
clear that both Maimane and Haniff  
have serious trust issues. 

The DA offers a solidly neo-liber-
al and pro-imperialist set of  policy 
commitments with a public face 
that puts spin over substance. That 
spin is empty, saccharine and ul-
timately insulting to black people 
because it assumes that all we need 
to be won over is a black face gazing 
out into the future.

There is a great longing for an 
alternative to the Zuma/Gupta ver-
sion of  the ANC. While there are 
still some decent people in the ANC, 
like Pravin Gordhan and Mavuso 
Msimang, they are weak and on the 
back foot. 

The EFF is able to seize the mo-
ment with real flare, but Malema’s 
history of  corruption, and a set of  
policies that amount to little more 
than a crude statism just aren’t con-
vincing.

But the DA is not an alternative 
either. It seems the days when pol-
itics attracted the talents of  our 
brightest and best are gone. Today 
it’s dominated by rogues, oppor-
tunists and the condescension of  
marketing managers who think all 
black people want is a pathetic imi-
tation of  Obama.

● Buccus is a senior research 

associate at ASRI, and and a 

research fellow in the School of  

Social Sciences at UKZN.

Election silly season is in full swing
Where’s the polish and decorum  

observed in debates in the UK and US? 
Our politicians are street fighters

TELL THE EDITOR These pages are a forum for debate. Send your opinions in the 
form of letters, faxes, e-mails, SMSes, tweets or Facebook posts. Write to, The Editor, 
PO Box 47549, Greyville, 4023; fax 031 308 2715, e-mail mercletter@inl.co.za; tweet @
TheMercurySA; or write on our wall at facebook.com/themercurysa.  
Please include your name, address and telephone number. The right to edit submissions, 
which should be no longer than 200 words, is reserved. Pseudonyms will be published only 
in exceptional circumstances. 

Your 
views

WITH the municipal elections just 
over a month away, set for August 
3, political parties are doing their 
damnedest to woo the electorate to 
cast their votes.

All kinds of  promises are being 
made, as in the past, and they end up 
as empty promises.

All eyes will be focused on KZN, 
with the ANC fighting for survival 
as the ruling party.

Already they have angered some 
of  their supporters and veteran 
cadres by making wholesale chan-
ges to the KZN legislature, where 
five MECs have been replaced, in-
cluding the premier Senzo Mchunu.

A well-placed source within the 
ANC has it on good authority that 
further changes are to be made to 
the KZN cabinet after the elections.

One of  them is Ravi Pillay, the 
MEC for Housing Development. He 
was to have been replaced with the 
others, but the change was delayed 
for tactical reasons.

ANC advisers say that if  Pillay 
was to be replaced before the elec-
tions,then there is a possibility that 
the ANC will lose Indian support in 
the elections. 

Rather garner the Indian sup-
port at the polls (by keeping Pillay 
until then) and then firing him after 
the elections.

Pillay, a lawyer, can go back to 
his practice on the South Coast. 
But what about his staff ? They are 
already looking for other pastures. 
The ANC should comment on this.

Who says politics is not dirty 
business?

MOHAMMED AHMED 
Kloof

Politics 
grows 
dirtier as 
election 
nears

I SOMETIMES wonder in which 
world ANC spokesman Zizi Kodwa 
exists.On the resignation of  Jimi 
Matthews, CEO of  the SABC, 
Kodwa released this comment about 
Matthews. 

“He has allowed himself  to be a 
tool to be used to attack the entire 
integrity of  the SABC”. Now the 
word I want to concentrate on here 
is “integrity”. 

A few definitions of  integrity 
are in order. Such as: Freedom from 
moral corruption; innocence; sin-
lessness; soundness of  moral prin-
ciple; the character of  uncorrupted 
virtue, uprightness, honesty, sincer-
ity. 

Matthews in his letter of  resig-
nation said: “The prevailing corro-
sive atmosphere has impacted nega-
tively on my moral judgment and 

What world is 
Kodwa living in?

WITH the determination by the 
National Treasury that President 
Jacob Zuma owes R7.8 million for 
non-security upgrades at his Nkan-
dla home, the question remaining 
is: Who will stump up this money?

Most assuredly Zuma will not 
reach into his own pocket and will 
almost certainly rely on the grovel-
ling sycophants who have kept him 
in clover all these years.

Perish the thought that Num-
ber One should assume personal 
responsibility for his debts.

JOHN GARDENER
Howick

So who will pay 
back the money?

THE other day I watched an old 
movie, The Devil’s Advocate. In it, a 
small-town lawyer, Kevin Lomex, is 
head-hunted by a New York law firm 
whose CEO (Chief  Evil Officer) is 
the demonic Al Pacino. 

In his first case, he defends a 
Manhatthan businessman, Alex 
Cullen, who is accused of  mur-
dering his wife, son and maid. 
Knowing full well that the accused 
was guilty, the feisty and charis-
matic defence lawyer gets him ac-
quitted on all charges. 

This is not only a classic example 
of  how money wields power in the 
quest for freedom, but also a fact 
that these acts are not confined to 
the movies only. 

It is no fiction, and daily in court-
rooms around the world, the guilty 
go free through lack of  evidence, 
magical disappearing acts of  key 
witnesses, shoddy police work, 
or top-notch defence counsel who 
wield power not only in and out of  
the courtrooms, but in the judge’s 
chambers.

After the movie I picked up the 
Sunday newspaper and was not 
in the least bit surprised when I 
read that Henri van Breda was im-
plicated in the triple Stellenbosch 
murders in which his parents and 
brother were axed to death. 

Who can forget the 1994 triple 
Overport murders of  Dr Nursingh 

Money wields power 
on screen and in life

TERRORIST attacks, 
mostly by the Islamic 
State, are now, sadly, 
becoming almost rou-

tine. Tuesday’s shooting and 
suicide bombing at Istanbul’s 
Ataturk airport, which killed 
41 and injured more than 230, 
was at least the eighth major 
terrorist attack just in Turkey 
in a year.

Turkey is particularly vul-
nerable because of its militant 
Kurdish insurgency and its 
active role in fighting IS in 
neighbouring Syria.

But attacks by IS are prolif-
erating elsewhere, especially in 
Europe, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Its affiliate, Boko Haram, has 
also been active in Nigeria. 

The current surge seems 
to be a response to the mil-
itary setbacks IS is suffering in  
its “caliphate” in Iraq and 
Syria. 

Most recently the Iraqi 
army dislodged IS from the 
city of Fallujah which it had 
held for two years.

The Islamic State’s revenge 
has been to strike back at its 
enemies on home soil, seeking 
to destroy their morale and 
economies. 

With considerable success, 
at least for the latter goal. 

Turkey’s vital tourist in-
dustry, in particular, is reel-

ing from the surge in attacks, 
many targeting tourist infra-
structure such as airports.

The global economic im-
pact of terrorism in 2014 
reached a conservatively 
estimated all-time high of 
US$105.8 billion and rising, 
according to the 2015 Global 
Terrorism Index produced by 
the Institute for Economics 
and Peace. 

This did not, of course, 
factor in the recent surge of 
global attacks prompted by 
the home-ground IS military 
defeats.

Despite this IS response, the 
international community has 
no choice but to continue to 
fight and destroy IS wherever 
and whenever it can, starting 
in the caliphates. 

Turkey could do a lot more 
to negotiate peace with its 
secessionist Kurds and other 
governments could likewise 
try to bargain with their do-
mestic insurgents.

But the demand of IS is sim-
ply total subservience to its 
extreme version of Islam or 
death, so negotiations are out 
of the question.

It must be destroyed, and 
every country in the world, 
including South Africa, should 
be doing more to ensure that 
goal.

IS attacks grow

THE story about white su-
premacist Andre Slade, 
who owns the Sodwana 

Bay guest house where “blacks 
and government employees” 
are no longer accommodated, 
has struck a particular nerve.

As we’ve all got frighten-
ingly used to the social media 
racists who’ve been exposed in 
the wake of the Penny Sparrow 
scandal, we might have forgot-
ten about the everyday racism 
which has been playing out in 
our country since whites first 
landed on our sands. 

This is the one where any-
one who would under apart-
heid have been called “non-
white” need not bother to 
apply to rent a holiday flat or 
house. 

The owners would, on hear-
ing their accent or name, im-
mediately tell them the rental 
was no longer available; and 
then, when a white person 
called, it would suddenly be 

on the market again. This has 
been going on for so long we 
have somehow taken it for 
granted.

Perhaps, at last, Slade will 
shift that appalling paradigm, 
and reinvigorate that dimen-
sion in our law which pro-
hibits such behaviour. 

It is unfortunate for 
KwaZulu-Natal that three of 
the most dominant incidents 
of white racism have been 
linked to this province: Spar-
row, Matthew Theunissen was 
identified as a former pupil of 
a Tongaat school and Slade. 
But racism is everywhere.

The Equality Court should 
not only be imposing fines on 
individuals who refuse to learn 
some humanity. It should also 
be committing them to com-
munity service in which they 
would witness the effects of 
apartheid. Submitting yourself 
to conscientisation? Now that 
would be punishment.

Punish properly

Our chief want is someone who will inspire us 
to be what we know we could be.  

– American essayist, lecturer, and poet  
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

Thought for the day

Second take 

A READER writes: 

“My daughter, 24, is 
dating a much older 
man (late forties) and 
she really thinks she 
has found her soul-
mate. He is very per-
suasive. He has been 
married before and she has been 
close to married before. What do I 
do as her mother?”

YOU offer your adult daughter all 
the support you can muster. You 
welcome the man into your lives, 
as you would any respected guest. 

I think I understand your con-
cerns – the age difference, his per-
suasiveness, his former marriage 
– but I must re-state what I have 
said many times in this forum: 
parenting your adult daughter is 
over. Your mothering role is com-

plete. Your role now 
is to be her friend and 
adviser only when she 
asks for guidance. If  
you express any objec-
tions you have regard-
ing her relationship 
with her soulmate 

you are assuming you know bet-
ter than she does and you stand 
to alienate yourself  from her. 
Treasure what you have with your 
daughter and enjoy her newfound 
happiness. 

Remaining open to her, no mat-
ter what, will help her to be open 
to coming to you if  things do not 
continue as blissfully as they have 
started.

● Smith is a family therapist in 
the US. He can be e-mailed at  
FamilyTherapist@iCloud.com.

Rod  
Smith
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Benedict Chanakira 

and her parents, committed by her 
son, Xerxes? 

Having engaged the services of  
murder specialist advocate Chris 
Marnewick, he got away scot-free on 
a plea of  temporary insanity.

In more recent times, siblings 
Hardus and Nicolette Lotter were 
convicted of  murdering their par-
ents. 

They portrayed themselves as 
doomed penitents trapped in the 
third circle of  Hell run by a satanic 
ring leader and mastermind, Mat-
thew Naidoo. 

They were lucky to receive soft 
sentences as Naidoo is destined to a 
life behind bars. 

The Lotters at one time were 
thinking about engaging Marne-
wick for their defence. 

There is a common denominator 
in some of  the patricides: drugs and 
inheritance. 

In true South African tradition, 
these were sanctuaries where 
family values, love and happiness 
were nurtured, but instead turned 
into charnel homes by these young 
sociopaths.

Murder accused Shrien Dewani 
got away on technicalities. 

All this happens against a back-
drop of  convicted murderer Oscar 
Pistorius fighting a court battle not 
to go to prison. There seems to be 
a clique of  defence advocates who 
specialise in retrieving murderers 
from prison. 

KEVIN GOVENDER 
Shallcross

has made me complicit in many de-
cisions which I am not proud of.”In 
other words he had compromised 
his own integrity which he could no 
longer live with. 

Thus he resigned in order to re-
gain his integrity, to honour his con-
science. 

Now I am sure there are many 
SABC employees with integrity, 
but you don’t have to be a genius to 
work out that Matthews is pointing 
a finger at Hlaudi Motsoeneng, act-
ing chief  operations officer at the 
SABC. 

The public protector’s report 
will tell you all about Motsoeneng’s 
integrity.

STEVE COMINETTI
Durban North

Imraan 
Buccus

COMMENT

Surely more  
would be better 
achieved in  
holding talks with  
the relevant  
parties?

A participant of the  
20th RoboCup carries 
a robot that can play 
soccer in a hall on the 
fair grounds in Leipzig, 
Germany, yesterda. The 
RoboCup, a competition 
between intelligent 
robots, takes place from 
today until July 4.  
As many as 3 500 
participants from  
45 countries and regions 
will compete against 
each other in  
17 disciplines. 
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