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SOUTH Africa is going through a 
tough time politically – from Gord-
hangate to Nkandlagate to new ver-
sions of  Gupagate. And the national 
landscape is changing dramatically 
for the worse. We are entering dan-
gerous space as our politics are 
oriented towards a politics of  pa-
tronage, leaving little space for a 
rational and progressive politics.

On Monday we will commemor-
ate the anniversary of  Steve Biko’s 
death, so I thought it appropriate to 
reflect on him, and what this means 
for the crisis of  leadership that we 
face in SA. Important, in a city like 
Durban, so closely connected to 
Biko’s life.

Amid growing anger in activist 
circles about attempts to “priva-
tise” the right to remember Biko, it 
is pleasing to note this day has, in 
recent years, attracted a diversity 
of  speakers and events. 

This year we have UCLA’s An-
gela Davis deliver the Biko Lecture. 
In previous years Barney Pityana, 
Biko’s close comrade and the man 
who coined the phrase “black man 
you’re on your own”, and the great 
Nigerian writer Ben Okri have 
spoken on “Biko Day”. In Durban, 
Mphutlane wa Bofelo, a Black Con-
scious Movement (BCM) activist, 
has spoken of  Biko’s relevance 
today.

Recent books on Biko include 
those by Daniel Magaziner and 
Xolela Mangcu, and Nigel Gibson’s 
new book on Frantz Fanon also 
deals extensively with Biko. While 
the various political groups that 
emerged from the BCM are all tiny, 
intellectually moribund and lack-
ing in any real popular support, 
Biko himself  has become an iconic  

figure in intellectual circles.
Biko and Rick Turner (who em-

braced Islam and was a philosopher 
teaching at UKZN), were the leading 
intellectuals of  the 1970s. They both 
came to prominence in Durban and 
were both murdered 
by the state. 

The two men, 
who were good 
friends, became the 
leading figures in 
what is now known 
as “The Durban 
Moment” – a brief  
period in which 
Durban became the 
centre of  radical 
intellectual and pol-
itical life in South 
Africa.

Although Biko 
inspired the BCM, 
which was largely 
a movement of  black intellectuals, 
and Turner was a key figure in the 
emergence of  the black trade union 
movement, they shared an interest 
in cutting-edge international think-
ers of  the day, like Jean-Paul Sartre 
and Paulo Freire.

This placed their thought and 
activism firmly in the camp of  the 
more democratic forms of  radical 
thought that emerged around the 
world under the banner of  “the new 
left” in the wake of  the struggles 
that emerged around the world in 
1968. 

In a country where the left had 
long been dominated by the twin 
authoritarianisms of  Stalinism and 
Trotskyism, this was a real break-
through.

Local figures like the late Strini 
Moodley and Bish-
op Rubin Phillip in 
Durban, who were 
both very close to 
Biko, have provid-
ed a living link to 
this great moment 
in our city’s history 
for new generations 
of  intellectuals and 
activists.

But in all of  the 
new books about 
Biko, as well as the 
various talks that 
are often given 
around the country 
on September 12, the 

stress has been laid not so much on 
paying tribute to heroes of  the past, 
but on finding ways to meet the in-
tellectual and political challenges 
of  the present. In the past, Biko Day 
talks have stressed that people get 
the leaders that they deserve, and 
have pointed to the gross failures of  
leadership that have come to typify 
our country. 

Many leading figures in the ANC 
have been publicly expressing their 
serious concern about the failures 
of  leadership that we see all around 
us.

The groundswell of  public anger 
at corrupt and incompetent lead-
ers has now reached crisis propor-
tions. Just think Nkandlagate and 
Guptagate.

We should remember that in the 
’70s the national liberation move-
ment denounced Biko as a CIA 
agent. The authoritarian left, in and 
out of  the national liberation move-
ment, has never been able to under-
stand that people are perfectly ca-
pable of  exercising political agency 
on their own. 

We have seen this during the 
apartheid era and in the democrat-
ic era. When people have organised 
themselves on their own, rather 
than under the authority of  the of-
ficial left, this has constantly been 
responded to with conspiracy theor-
ies centring on evil agitators and 
wild slander, rather than attempts 
to understand why it is that people 
have organised themselves.

Biko stressed that it was the 
mind of  the oppressed that was the 
most important terrain of  struggle. 
In the face of  rampant cronyism 
and corruption, one wonders what 
Biko would have done?
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What would Biko have done?
Monday is the 39th anniversary of Steve 

Biko’s death – what does his legacy mean 
for the crisis of leadership in SA today?

TELL THE EDITOR These pages are a forum for debate. Send your opinions in the form of 
letters, faxes, e-mails, SMSes, tweets or Facebook posts. Write to, The Editor, PO Box 47549, 
Greyville, 4023; fax 031 308 2715, e-mail mercletter@inl.co.za; SMS 33258 using the tag 
word ‘Merctalk’ followed by the comments; tweet @TheMercurySA; or write on our wall at 
facebook.com/themercurysa. Please include your name, address and telephone number. The 
right to edit, or publish submissions, which should be no longer than 200 words, 
is reserved. Pseudonyms will be published only in exceptional circumstances.

Your 
views

DAVID Sumpton’s letter in The 
Mercury (September 2), “There’s 
no choice in this at all,” seems to 
go by his own subjective intuition 
when he admits there is no proof  
that somebody can be born homo-

It is impossible to be 
born a homosexual  

IN SOME suburbs in Sweden they 
have started bulldozing informal 
settlements. In South Africa we 
have the Red Ants doing the same. 
Rio de Janerio has a culture of  
“favelas”, in South Africa we have 
our very own “jondols”.

In Manila when they host an 
international conference on the 
beachfront, street children, beggars 
and the homeless are rounded up 
and herded inland or further down 
the coast. Durban does the same. 
Columbia has a drug problem and 
certain parts of  Western Australia 
are being eroded by a community 
addicted to the sloth of  rye. We suf-
fer this too.

In America there is an all-out 
war between police and citizens; 
the same happens in South Africa. 
Racism still permeates at all levels 

In many ways  
we compare well AS EXPECTED, the media wasted 

no time in attacking King Goodwill 
Zwelithini over his remarks at the 
reed dance ceremony. 

The Mercury had guns blazing 
in its editorial yesterday: “The 
king must also bear in mind that 
the ANC is a legitimately elected 
governing party.” It is interesting 
that this newspaper has assumed 
the role of  the ANC’s spokesperson. 
If  the ANC has a problem with the 
King’s comments it will respond. 
The media need to shut up, period!

The king raised an important 
issue ignored by the media. He said: 
“It hurts me when I seeing people 
holding two separate funerals on 
the same day in one area while they 
belong to one party, one alliance.” 

His concerns are genuine and 
we must listen to him and stop  
violence. 

ROMANIUS ZULU
Durban

Don’t attack king, 
heed his message

Claryfing views  
on homosexuality  

THE Constitutional 
Court has, to all in-
tents and purposes, 
become the moral gov-

erning authority of our nation 
in the seeming absence of any 
other. 

Its judgments continual-
ly rectify the mistakes of the 
state, among other entities, 
revealing how little attention 
is paid to understanding not 
only the merits of the constitu-
tion itself, but its implications 
for society.

Such an example is the 
victory the court handed this 
week to Independent Police 
Investigative Directorate (Ipid) 
boss Robert McBride when, in 
a unanimous judgment, it said 
the suspension given to Mc-
Bride by Police Minister Nathi 
Nhleko was to be lifted after 
30 days. This is in addition to 
the court giving Parliament 
24 months to fix the Ipid Act, 
which Nhleko had used.

McBride was suspended in 
March last year after a contro-
versial investigation by Ipid 
into top Hawks officers. Al-
though there were allegations 
of political instructions to get 
rid of officials Anwa Dramat 
and Major-General Shadrack 
Sibiya, McBride wasn’t able 
to find sufficient evidence to 

charge them regarding the 
alleged illegal rendition of 
several Zimbabweans during 
an SAPS operation in 2010 
and 2011. Still, the pressure 
mounted, until McBride was 
himself suspended.

This week’s judgment is cer-
tainly a victory for the former 
Umkhonto weSizwe operative 
and Ekurhuleni police chief, 
who seems to have again 
legally outwitted some of his 
ex-comrades who haven’t 
bothered to familiarise them-
selves with the supreme law of 
the land. But the judgment is 
also good for the country, as it 
shows again that just because 
political leaders think they 
are untouchable doesn’t mean 
they really are. 

Even Nhleko – who was al-
ready humiliated earlier this 
year at the Constitutional 
Court over the Nkandla issue 
– was forced to concede that 
the power given to him by the 
Ipid Act to suspend or remove 
its head was invalid. Whatever 
he may decide to do next, that 
cannot change.

One day, highly placed in-
dividuals who’ve taken their 
power for granted might start 
taking our constitutional 
 democracy seriously. We look 
forward to that.

Supreme law

THE EU’s misguided at-
tempt to wrest $14.5 bil-
lion in back taxes from 

Apple illustrates the pressing 
need for corporate tax reform 
in the US.

The tech giant never would 
have engaged with Ireland in 
the manner it did if America’s 
tax code were up to date and 
more competitive.

The current US corporate 
tax rate of 35% is the highest 
of any industrial nation in the 
world. The way it works – or, 
rather, doesn’t work – has led 
US firms to engage in the sort 
of complex tax arrangement 
that Apple has had with Ire-
land for the past decade.

The game is to negotiate 
deals to park profits in the 
country with the lowest avail-
able tax rate.

This has led to US compan-
ies keeping more than $2 tril-
lion overseas to avoid paying 
the US tax. It is beyond ridicu-
lous.

Congress has made bi-
partisan progress in recent 

months towards revising the 
tax code. It’s unlikely to get 
done this year, but both par-
ties need to work with the next 
president to quickly revise the 
system to stimulate economic 
growth and encourage invest-
ment in the US. The code now 
does the opposite.

Apple chief executive Tim 
Cook says last week’s ruling 
by the EU’s antitrust regulator 
should be overturned on ap-
peal. He’s right. Apple has paid 
taxes according to Ireland and 
US tax laws. The EU isn’t even 
disputing that point.

Instead, it claims that Ire-
land’s low 12.5% tax rate gives 
Apple an unfair advantage 
over its European competitors. 
It essentially picked a “fair” 
rate out of thin air and ordered 
Apple to pay the difference – 
$14.5 billion – retroactively.

The notion that the EU can 
target US companies and de-
cide which country should 
collect their taxes  threatens to 
disrupt basic global business 
partnerships.

Misguided EU move

As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.  
– King Solomon

Thought for the day

Second take 
From The Mercury News, San Jose

TEN days ago a 
neighbour’s house 
was struck by light-
ning. In seconds after 
the strike the upper 
floors of  the home 
were in flames. 

Thankfully no one 
was injured. Just as soon as the 
fire engines were off  on another 
call and the street was reopened to 
traffic, the traffic came on foot. 

Neighbours arrived from 
everywhere with food and gifts 
and adult beverages and prayers 
and cards and offers of  transpor-
tation and accommodation.

I know a gathering on a ruined 
lawn far from compensates for 
shock of  losing a home, but there 
was something very beautiful 
about the support that emerged 
from so many people.

The community’s response af-

firmed an observation 
I have long held: life is 
at one and the same 
time both beautiful 
and brutal.

Finding the beauty 
in the midst of  life’s 
brutality can be a 

challenge. But it is usually there, 
sneaking itself  in, hiding behind a 
kindness, lurking beside an act of  
generosity. And thankfully, when 
the beauty is identified, it often 
displaces the brutal event as the 
dominant long-term memory.

There are events so brutal that 
the backdrop of  beauty may be 
hidden or invisible for years, but 
happily, such events are not the 
norm.

● Smith is a family therapist in 
the US. He can be e-mailed at  
FamilyTherapist@iCloud.com.

Rod  
Smith
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DONALD Trump is so terrifying 
that it’s tempting to use every tool 
in the box to fight him and everyone 
around him – including his wife, 
Melania Trump.

It’s tempting to mock her for her 
appearance, or to lambast her by 
implying that she broke immigra-
tion rules. And it’s tempting to add 
to the howling din of  people who 
falsely claim, based on a report in 
the Slovenian tabloid magazine 
Suzy, that Melania Trump was a sex 
worker – an escort working with 
wealthy businessmen, when she 
first emigrated to the US. 

Lawyers acting for Melania have 
put out statements denying the al-
legations, and legal proceedings 
have been begun against the Daily 
Mail and a US blogger in connection 
with them.

What does this 
whole controversy 
say about how we 
see women – and 
how we see sex 
workers?

When you 
share those allega-
tions, pointing and 
laughing, calling 
her a liar, calling 
her a whore, saying that she is unfit 
for the White House because some 
newspaper claimed she was photo-
graphed sexually, you are stepping 
on everyone who really does do sex 
work every day – most of  whom are 
very vulnerable.

Activist

Meg Vallee Muñoz, a former sex 
worker and trafficking survivor 
who works as an advocate and ac-
tivist, is furious at liberals who are 
forwarding the false reports with a 
sense of  gleeful schadenfreude: 

“For some reason, it’s still ac-
ceptable public practice to shame 
people by perpetuating the idea 
that sex work is the absolute lowest 
you can go. But who does that real-
ly hurt? Not high-end escorts who 
work indoors, rarely get arrested, 
and charge a fortune.

“It hurts women of  colour, run-
aways, LGBTQ people, those traf-
ficked and street-based sex workers. 
That’s who is at most risk for vio-
lence, arrest, police harassment and 
abuse, rape, health-related issues, 
and sexual/labour exploitation. 

“When we amplify that shame, 
what we’re doing is not only sexist, 
but racist, homophobic, transphob-
ic, and classist as well.”

I know this feels like a subtle 
point to a lot of  liberals.

Not surprisingly, Donald 
Trump’s reaction to the allegations 
has only intensified the stigmatisa-
tion being perpetuated by those on 
the left who are joyously sharing 
this story. His lawyers are under-
taking an effort to have every men-
tion of  the allegations of  sex work 
scrubbed from the internet. Donald 
Trump is tweeting the retractions 
triumphantly; as we know, he hates 
the media, and loves to defeat it.

Melania has every right to com-
bat those false claims against her 
– but unfortunately, it seems to me 
this response, and Trump’s crow-
ing, only reinforce social whore-
phobia and sexuality shaming. 

It advances the damaging and 
false narrative that an escort is 
something that it is not okay to be, 
and a good husband like Trump 
can feel rightly proud of  setting the 
 record straight, protecting the repu-
tation of  his delicate wife. 

If  society didn’t see sex work as 
shameful, the media wouldn’t have 
used those claims to try to discredit 
the Trumps in the first place.

Meanwhile, other sex work-
ers are hit by the shrapnel. I work 
 independently as a dominatrix in 
Britain, where my work is legal, but 
I know that it is still not safe for me 
to come out to my American family. 
The stigma is still too strong.

When liberals react with shock 
and horror to allegations of  some-
one partaking in sex work, they hit 
me with their bullets of  shame. 

More importantly, they hit sex 
workers in far more precarious 
positions than mine – sex workers 
facing police violence, rape and 
raids, predators posing as clients or 
managers, and the constant risks of  
disclosure, assault, robbery, rape, 
and death. 

A recent study out of  New York 
showed that 80% of  sex workers 
reported experiencing violence or 
threats in the course of  their work. 
– The Independent

To mock 
Trump’s 
missus 
is to 
hurt sex 
workers
Margaret Corvid

CATEGORISING those responsible 
for arson and anarchy at UKZN 
campuses as “students” (yester-
day’s Mercury) simply inflames the 
outrage one feels at their assault 
on the repository of  learning and 
knowledge.

 A tertiary level student is some-
one who respects institutions of  
learning which are in themselves 
icons of  heritage. He values their 
existence and appreciates the privil-
ege of  benefiting from them. 

Violence, desecration and de-
struction of  the halls of  learning 
is the very antithesis of  a student’s 
mindset.

Yet those supposedly in authority 
and entrusted with the maintenance 
of  law and order are quoted as refer-
ring to the perpetrators of  arson at 
UKZN as “protesting students”.

By their actions and their  
contempt for the acme of  civilisa-
tion, those perpetrators must be 
recognised for what they are: an-
archists and arsonists who, by their 
actions, have forfeited any sense 
of  sympathy for their cause and  
deserve harsh and lengthy jail  
sentences.

A tertiary education is a priv-
ilege, not a right. Many in genera-
tions before the current one were 

Anarchy 
and 
arson, 
not 
protest

Imraan 
Buccus

COMMENT

Biko stressed that 
it was the mind 
of the oppressed 
that was the most 
important terrain 
of struggle

TRUMP

IN RESPONSE to Rowan du Toit 
and Dr Gareth Amery (The Mer-
cury, September 2 and 5 respective-
ly) is concerning homosexuality 
being choice or condition. 

Mr Sumpton initially agrees 
there is no “proof” people are born 
homosexual yet ends with an un-
deniable “homosexuals are born 
homosexual”. If  he can make con-
clusive statements based on his 
own experience without proof, 
why must I submit proof  for the 
existence God? I wish to correct 
the misinterpretation of  the Bible 
concerning sin, including homosex-
uality, by people claiming the Bible 
supported their belief. And this, Dr 
Amery, is done because I am secure 
in my religion and ought to correct 
error regarding biblical morals. 
I’m accused of  contention; bigotry; 
forcing people to believe what I do; 
and infringing on people’s private 
affairs. Why? Because I don’t favour 
your lifestyle? Perhaps those who 
interpret differing views as a form 
of  hate are the truly insecure ones.  

JEREMY PIATER
Howick

sexual, yet tries to assure us that it 
is the case.

He would have to concede that, 
logically, it is impossible to be born 
homosexual as the drive to perform 
sexual acts only develops at puberty. 

The truth is that many gays and 
lesbians adopt their lifestyles with 
sexual abuse, single parenting and 
experimentation during puberty 
as factors at least contributing to, if  
not guiding, their choice. Sumpton’s 
argument that Jesus did not mention 
homosexuality does not hold water. It 
may have escaped him as a non-Chris-
tian, but Jesus was always part of  the 
Trinity, who created the world and 
also provided the Law to Moses. 

Ultimately, the relevance of  
what causes homosexuality is 
less important than its moral and 
socio-medical implications. Chris-
tians especially should realise that 
God has made it clear in the Bible 
that, political correctness notwith-
standing, such a lifestyle is just not 
on and will have repercussions.

ROBERT DE NEEF
Howick

of  society. Prejudice finds fertile 
ground in every race group. It re-
cognises no borders. 

American presidential candi-
date Hillary Clinton is alleged to 
have been bankrolled by Indian 
businessmen. 

In South Africa, our president 
has the same relationship with In-
dian businessmen. Brazilian Presi-
dent Dilma Rouseff  has been im-
peached; here at home, Jacob Zuma 
escaped by the skin of  his teeth. 
From the above you will see that we 
are not immune to the world’s prob-
lems. In many ways when you take 
into consideration global wars, the 
rise in Islamic extremism and the 
colossal immigrant crisis, we are 
rich in what the world is poor of.

Unlike Venezuela and Zim-
babwe, we have fuel in our garages 
and money in our ATMs. We have 
just edged out Nigeria as Africa’s 
leading economy. 

South Africans are proud of  our 
constitution, often holding it up as 
one of  the world’s most liberal and 
rights-friendly. Capital punishment 
has been abolished. We have free 
speech and movement, freedom 
from abitrary arrest and detention; 
freedom to work and to the sexual 
orientation of  one’s choice. 

But our country will attain true 
democracy only once we rid our-
selves of  the  corruption and poor 
governance that continue.

KEVIN GOVENDER
Shallcross

unable to have that privilege be-
cause of  the lack of  funding. 

But they did not resort to vio-
lence to protest their disappoint-
ment. They made successes of  their 
lives without the benefit of  a ter-
tiary degree, relying on their own 
initiative and enterprise.

Ironically, the arson and an-
archy on our university campuses 
coincides with the news that South 
African universities continue to de-
cline in world rankings.

Having arsonists and anarchists 
as “students” can only accelerate 
that decline.

Of  course, to a large extent this 
deplorable situation is the result of  
the collapse of  discipline, dignity 
and respect. 

Anarchy evolves when those pil-
lars of  social order are not upheld.

DUNCAN DU BOIS 
Bluff  


