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Older generations always seem to 
fret about the sexual behaviour 
and romantic lives of  the young-
er crowd. In the 1920s, there was 
alarm when boys stopped visiting 
in the parlour and started driving 
girls around in what one newspaper 
called “a house of  prostitution on 
wheels”. This worry paled in com-
parison to the panic evoked by the 
rowdy sexual revolution that began 
in the late 1960s.

In the 1980s, observers were 
alarmed by the growing prevalence 
of  early teen sex, Aids and STIs. In 
the first two decades of  this century, 
anxiety shifted to the varsity hook-
up scene and the emergence of  dat-
ing apps to facilitate casual sex. 

Recently, however, a new concern 
has surfaced, with the finding that 
young adults, those aged 20 to 24, are 
now having less sex than Gen-Xers 
or baby boomers born in the 1960s 
did at the same age. Indeed, 15% of  
20-to-24-year-olds today report hav-
ing had no sexual partner since they 
turned 18 (double the percentage for 
those born the 1960s). 

Some experts posit that porn 
and virtual sex are replacing the in-
timacy of  actual sex. Others blame 
the distraction of  social media, un-
realistic expectations of  beauty and 
sexual prowess perpetuated by the 
mass media, the pressure of  prepar-
ing for careers, or the inhibiting ef-
fect of  so many young adults living 
with parents. 

Positive

My own sense is that the changes 
in the sexual behaviour of  millen-
nials are less dramatic and more 
positive. This generation is hardly 
embracing celibacy in significant 
numbers. Most of  the increase in 
sexually inactive 20-to-24-year-olds 
occurred among women; much of  
this is probably due to their rising 
age of  marriage. 

At the same time, most millen-
nials have never been the sexual 
players portrayed in the media; nor 
were the Gen-Xers. Still, they face 
an unprecedented romantic and 
sexual challenge. Never before have 
young people reached sexual matur-
ity so early, had so much freedom 
to explore their sexual desires and 
identities, and yet had such strong 
incentives to postpone making long-
term romantic commitments. 

After interviewing more than 
20 000 college students, sociologist 
Paula England found that fewer 
than half  of  all campus hook-ups 
involved sexual intercourse. Less 
than 10% reported having hooked 
up without ever going out on a date 
or being in a long-term relationship. 
More than one quarter had never 
hooked up, but dated or formed 
long-term relationships.

As a member of  the older genera-
tion, I am impressed by the positive 
changes we see in the sexual be-
haviour of  teens and young adults 
today. The widening acceptance of  
consensual sex has been accompan-
ied by a much more definitive rejec-
tion of  non-consensual contact.

True, in recent decades, sexual 
frequency among couples has de-
clined. Distraction by computers, 
smartphones or work pressures 
may be part of  the story. But an-
other part may be that women today 
enjoy more equal status in their re-
lations with men and feel more com-
fortable saying no. 

One group of  Gen-Xers and mil-
lennials, moreover, seems to have 
discovered a new secret to sexual 
happiness. Among heterosexual 
couples married since the early 
1990s, those reporting the highest 
marital satisfaction – and the most 
sex – are couples who share house-
work and child care. So perhaps we 
should spend less time worrying 
about millennials’ sex lives and 
more time following the models 
they’re pioneering.

Don’t feel pressured to have sex 
unless you really want to. Don’t feel 
embarrassed about having consen-
sual sex whenever you want to, with 
whomever you want to, without feel-
ing you need to make a commitment 
to either the partner or the “life-
style”. But when you do, don’t settle 
for anything less than the equality 
that forms the basis of  long-term 
erotic and emotional satisfaction. – 
The Washington Post

     
● Coontz is the director 

of  research at the Council on 

Contemporary Families and 

author of  The Way We Never 

Were: American Families and the 

Nostalgia Trap.

Young 
adults’ 
attitude 
to sex 
never 
healthier

THIS is a significant year for both 
South Africa and the US. South 
Africa has just had historic local 
government elections and once 
the dust has settled citizens will 
be keen to see how a reconfigured 
local government will speed up our 
nation-building exercise. In the US, 
Trump is exploiting the anxieties 
of  the white working class to drive a 
racist agenda that would end the US 
as we know it.

This week I am in the US to 
speak at a conference that focuses 
on studying in South Africa, and 
what the past 22 years have brought. 
I also get the chance to speak at 
campuses, encouraging students 
to choose South Africa as a study 
abroad destination.

Being in the US has made me 
reflect that South Africa continues 
to occupy a special place in the 
imagination of  people around the 
world. Many stood by us during our 
dark days.

People all over feel that our 
future is tied up with their own 
hopes for a better world. We have a 
real obligation to all who struggled 
against apartheid, and to our chil-
dren, to ensure that we build a de-
cent society.

Of  course we are not the only 
part of  the world to have serious 
problems. America is in deep crisis. 
There is a chance that Trump could 
be president. And the old manufac-
turing economy is gone. The whole 
city of  Detroit has more or less been 
abandoned. It is only the cities con-
nected to the new knowledge econ-
omy, like Seattle and San Francisco, 
that are booming.

In Texas it is clear that, outside 
liberal enclaves like Austin, deeply 

conservative forces are in motion 
against the new America, in which 
the English are being surpassed by 
the Spanish and whites may soon be 
a minority.

The de-industrialisation of  
America has left much of  the coun-
try looking far more Third World 
than many parts of  South Africa. 
Millions are either out of  work 
or have to work two or even three 
low-paying and insecure jobs just to 
survive.

Unionised 

For some it seems that this new 
America, in which young white 
men can no longer look forward to 
the unionised factory jobs held by 
their fathers and grandfathers, has 
been poisoned by immigration.

But in fact the real cause of  
America’s decline is emigration – 
the emigration of  productive cap-
ital to the low-wage economies of  
the global south. This is a problem 
that we have also faced. A large 
number of  our biggest corporations 
have moved their listings, or their 
production, offshore. For as long 
as capital can move across borders 
freely while people cannot, undocu-
mented migrants will be blamed for 
the decline of  working-class life.

In Dallas and Houston, just like 
in Johannesburg and Cape Town, 
xenophobia is the malignant shad-
ow of  capitalist globalisation. But 

despite all of  America’s many 
problems, which include a serious 
economic decline, the end of  secure 
jobs for millions of  working-class 
people and a political and econom-
ic system firmly in the clutches of  
capital, many Americans still have 
a real faith in their country .

In South Africa there is a deep 
cynicism settling into our people. 
The patriotism that many of  us 
felt during the struggle against 
apartheid, and in the early years 
of  democracy, is rotting away as 
we are assaulted with scandal after 
scandal. For those with the right 
connections it is boom time. But for 
ordinary South Africans things are 
getting harder and harder. Just as in 
the US, xenophobia is one response 
to social disappointment.

But unlike in the US, there is 
a deep cynicism settling into our 
people. What America has done 
to African-Americans is uncon-
scionable. What it has done to Iraq 
and Afghanistan and Palestine is 
unconscionable. What its bank-
ers and other elites have done to 
working-class Americans, black 
and white, is unconscionable. Yet 
millions of  Americans continue to 
have faith in their country.

This is not the patriotism that 
Jacob Zuma demands of  us, which 
amounts to little more than craven 
obedience to the ruling party. It is 
a real belief, perhaps naive some-
times, in the promise of  America.

The Guptas, Nkandla, Marikana, 
the endless crisis of  our school sys-
tem and so on are steadily robbing 
us of  this faith in our country. When 
someone does stand up to tell the 
truth about our leaders, he himself  
is so deeply flawed that it is impos-
sible to see anything other than op-
portunism at work.

Yet here in the US it is clear that 
South Africa still means something 
to the people of  the world. We are 
still the country of  Biko, of  Man-
dela, of  possibility and of  real social 
hope. Sometimes it is quite distress-
ing to see oneself  through the eyes 
of  others. But sometimes it can be 
refreshing.

No doubt, in the eyes of  the 
world, the xenophobic riots in 2008 
and 2015 and the Marikana mas-
sacre of  2012 were moments of  deep 
disappointment in the new South 
Africa.

The shocking quality of  some of  
our highest leadership has radically 
compounded that disappointment. 
Nobody believes in our leaders any 
more. But from America to Pales-
tine, there are many people that do 
believe in the South African people.

● Buccus is a senior research 

associate at ASRI, research 

fellow in the school of  social 

sciences at UKZN and academic 

director of  a university study 

abroad programme on political 

transformation.

Decay in US – yet faith, optimism
Capital mobility has hammered 

working-class Americans, conservative 
and xenophobic forces are gathering
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Your 
views

IT WAS sad to hear of  former ANC 
councillor Visvin Reddy’s stabbing 
opposite Pinetown Home Affairs 
(The Mercury, August 9). I am react-
ing to his comment that “he hoped 
that it had not happened to anyone 
else”.

Well, it has and it does – on a 
daily basis. We have a Facebook 
group called Upper Highway Info 
and not a day goes by when some 
member is not accosted, mugged, 
stabbed and children traumatised 
outside – and occasionally inside 
– Pinetown Home Affairs, all for a 
cellphone and whatever money the 
person is carrying.

I am one of  the fortunate ones, 
but I have personally encouraged 
those who have been affected to 
write to your newspaper and re-
count their stories in the hopes 
that someone might sit up and take 
notice and do something about the 
situation.

These incidents are reported 
to the SAPS, but nothing (or very 
little) is being done. It would appear 
that one or two gangs of  young men 
are deeming visitors to Home Af-
fairs soft targets and these incidents 
are not confined to one race group – 
they are happening to everyone.

Mr Reddy, if  you are reading 
this, perhaps you would like to use 
your very negative experience and 
change it to something positive by 
using your influence to ensure that 
people can go to Pinetown Home Af-
fairs without fearing for their lives! 
The SAPS needs to eradicate these 
gangs and Home Affairs needs to be 
provided with increased and effect-
ive security.

Yours in the name of  safety!
LINDSAY GRAY

Hillcrest

Reddy 
attack 
sadly 
far from 
isolated

I HAVE just heard that former coun-
cillor Visven Reddy was stabbed 
outside Home Affairs, one of  the 
many attacks that have taken place 
in that area, and still, nothing is get-
ting done.

My wife and son were mugged 
while waiting in the queue a couple 
of  months back. My wife’s head was 
smashed into the pavement and my 
son’s arm was cut with a knife. We 
called the SAPS and the manage-
ment of  Home Affairs to the scene, 
but neither want to take responsibil-
ity for the safety of  the people visit-
ing Home Affairs.

There are people who stand in 
the queue at Home Affairs regularly, 
who say that it’s the same gang and 
that they know who they are. Prob-
lem is, no one speaks up before they 
strike.

Manager attacked, 
yet no security

I HAD to get my son’s passport and 
my unabridged birth certificate 
– that meant three trips to Pine-
town Home Affairs. The first time 
I was the victim of  an attempted 
hijacking at knife-point and a week 
later I was followed and grabbed 
around my throat while my crucifix 
was ripped off. 

No one helped me and the perpe-
trator walked off  calmly back to his 
seat near KFC – I was told the police 
won’t go there because it’s too dan-
gerous. This was three months ago. 
I now use the Cato Ridge area Home 
Affairs – it’s further, but far safer! 

This is becoming Crimetown’s 
reputation and it’s getting worse 
… but as usual in SA, no one cares 
until someone famous is a victim! 

KERRY SALMON
Soon-to-be ex-resident 

Too dangerous  
for the police?

I AM disturbed by the complacency 
of  our authorities.

On August 3 I went to Home Af-
fairs to obtain a new ID. On leaving 
the premises, at the bottom of  the 
ramp a young chap ran up from be-
hind and simply took my cellphone 
from my breast pocket. Who gives 
you the right to just take what isn’t 
yours? I cannot understand this be-
haviour. 

I screamed: “Get him! Get him! “ 
to no avail. Everyone just looked at 
me as if  I was crazy.

When will we get something 
done about stamping out crime?

Unbelievable!
CELESTE STONE

Durban 

And another  
cellphone goes

I WENT to Home Affairs in Pine-
town to apply for a new passport 
and on completion I left and drove 
into Old Main Road where it was 
bumper-to-bumper traffic.

A youth wearing denim pants 
and a brown jersey knocked on my 
passenger window and another 
youth approached my driver side 
while my attention was on the youth 
at the passenger side.

My driver side window was un-
fortunately down after paying for 
my parking at Home Affairs and the 
youth reached in and grabbed my 
cellphone out of  my hand and dart-
ed through traffic to the taxi rank. 

I’m a well-built guy and martial 
artist, but being in traffic I was 
unable to give chase. This is a very 
common occurrence and it’s time 
something was done.

 CORNE THERON
Pinetown

Bumper to  
bumper robbery

MY HUSBAND has a disability and 
he went to Home Affairs in Pin-
etown in April. He parked by the 
KFC. All was fine until he walked 
back to the car. He opened the boot 
to put his crutches in. He was ap-
proached by a man who held the 
boot open. 

Moments later he was ap-
proached by another man who 
reached into the same pocket where 
his cellphone was and he said, “If  
you do anything funny I will kill 
you.”

Good thing my husband didn’t 
get hurt, but still, I need to go to 
Home Affairs, but I’m so afraid.

TRACEY-LEE CLEGG
Durban

I’m afraid to  
go to Home Affairs

I WOULD like to express my con-
cerns about the lack of  security 
around the area where we are forced 
to go to when needing to visit the 
Home Affairs office in Pinetown.

There have been so many 
crime-related problems in this area 
and we are all afraid of  going there. 
Visvin Reddy is not the only person 
to be attacked in this area. Surely 
something can be done about this? 
There is no security of  any help at 
the offices and no police presence 
in this notoriously bad area. How 
many more people need to be at-
tacked before something is done to 
ensure people’s safety? From time 
to time all of  us from the Highway 
area need to go there, but in doing 
so, we fear for our lives. Perhaps 
these offices need to be moved to a 
safer area.

AMANDA REDMAN 
Durban

Move Home Affairs 
offices to safer area 

THE serendipity of 
the moment could 
not have been more 
pronounced when, 

on Monday, the day before 
Women’s Day, the high court 
in Limpopo made a ruling that 
should have positive ramifica-
tions for thousands of women 
in polygamous marriages.

Its ruling that these women 
now have rights equal to those 
who enter into civil unions is 
remarkable because it reminds 
us again of the paramountcy 
of the constitution and the 
values of our supreme law.

This would not be the first 
time that, where there has 
been a conflict between the 
laws of custom or religion and 
common law, the constitution 
is shown to be the foundation 
on which contradictory legal 
systems may co-exist. 

In allowing for freedom of 
religious practices and free-
dom of custom, it enshrines 
traditional rites – as long as 
these are not in conflict with 
its provisions.

Central to these are that 
all of us are equal before the 
law, and so, in terms of mar-
riages, this has now extended 
very importantly to the key 
issues of inheritance and the 

duty of support. That the 
Limpopo High Court should 
have made its landmark rul-
ing in Women’s Month mat-
ters, because it feels as if it is 
only once a year that we speak 
about the structural barriers of 
patriarchy. 

And surely that section of 
the Recognition of Custom-
ary Marriages Act which the 
court found unjustifiably dis-
criminated against women, 
had everything to do with this. 

It treated gender, race and 
social origin as negative as-
pects of a life. This cannot be 
so.

The judgment, relating as 
it does to women who entered 
into polygamous customary 
marriages before November 
2000, could especially change 
the outlook for many older 
women living inr circum-
stances of poverty in the rural 
areas. They and their children 
are now, finally, protected in 
terms of whatever assets might 
be available. 

At the heart of this judg-
ment, then, is a concept of 
equal worth, one in which 
those women kept in chains 
may now be assisted to set 
themselves free. 

Let’s celebrate it.

Equal worth 

IN MUNICIPAL elections 
last Wednesday, South Afri-
can voters handed the ANC 

its worst setback since the end 
of apartheid in 1994. The vote 
could presage major political 
change when South Africans 
go to the polls in national elec-
tions in 2019.

A record number of South 
Africans, about 26 million, 
registered to vote. The ANC’s 
strength in South Africa’s 
rural areas helped it preserve 
a slight majority of municipal 
seats – about 54% overall, a big 
drop from 62% five years ago.

President Jacob Zuma de-
serves much of the blame. He 
spent millions of rands in pub-
lic money building himself a 
grand estate, and put cronies 
and relatives in senior pos-
itions. 

Twenty-two years after 

apartheid ended, South Afri-
ca remains a deeply unequal 
country, its black majority 
stuck in grinding poverty. 
Schools are failing, and more 
than a quarter of South Afri-
cans are unemployed. Voters 
punished Zuma in his home 
town, Nkandla, where the 
ANC lost to the IFP.

Last Wednesday, South Afri-
cans demonstrated their faith 
that democratic change could 
deliver a better future. 

The national election out-
come in 2019 will be deter-
mined by how well the parties 
that unseated the ANC in the 
municipal elections actual-
ly perform, and whether the 
ANC is capable of reforming 
itself in the face of a such a re-
buke. 

A first step would be to 
force President Zuma to resign.

Can ANC reform?

Your faith is very important. I have done  
the math. You are going to be dead a whole lot 

longer than you are going to be alive!  
– American author and motivational speaker  

Zig Ziglar (1926-2012)

Thought for the day

Second take 
From The New York Times

LEARNING to use 
your voice is no sim-
ple task and ought not 
to be confused with 
talking.

Many people talk 
an awful lot, who’ve 
been talking almost 
non-stop for years, but seldom use 
their voices. Some people, very 
sadly, for a variety of  reasons, 
don’t even know they have a voice.

All talking does not mean the 
speaker is using his or her voice 
any more than banging on a piano 
always produces music.

Talking without using your 
voice:

● Talking because silence is 
painful or even unbearable.

● Talking without thinking.
● Saying things you’ve said 

countless times because the tape 
(CD, record) runs whether you like 
it or not.

● Talking about 
things that are safe 
and familiar – even 
intimate matters – to 
avoid and even bury 
material that is ach-
ing to come out.

Using your voice:
● Addressing necessary con-

flict and areas of  disagreement 
with kindness and compassion 
even in the event it results in dis-
comfort in relationships.

● Allowing necessary silence 
to promote thought and the time to 
allow ideas to develop.

● Expressing (even sometimes 
with necessary caution) the things 
that really matter even if  the po-
tential exists to upset those whom 
you love.

● Smith is a family therapist in 
the US. He can be e-mailed at  
FamilyTherapist@iCloud.com.

Rod  
Smith
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The manager at Home Affairs 
has been attacked three times and 
her superiors refuse to place secur-
ity outside.

We posted our incident on Face-
book, and many people replied, say-
ing that they had also been attacked.

We have also made a plea to 
Carte Blanche to do an investigation 
on this problem. We’ve heard noth-
ing back from them either.

My plea is that something posi-
tive needs to be done to protect the 
citizens of  Pinetown from being 
attacked outside Home Affairs and 
that the scum who are committing 
these attacks be brought to book.

I look forward to a favourable  
response.

I do know that you have and will 
be receiving multiple e-mails.

This situation is simply not  
acceptable.

MARK WHITTAKER
Durban

Stephanie Coontz

Imraan 
Buccus

COMMENT


