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IT WAS on this day in 1882 that the 
German scientist Robert Koch an-
nounced his discovery of  the bacter-
ium that causes tuberculosis. 

At the time, the disease was re-
sponsible for the death of  one out 
of  every seven people in Europe and 
the Americas. 

Now, 134 years later, despite re-
markable scientific progress, TB is 
a leading underlying cause of  death 
in South Africa, especially among 
people with HIV. 

In 2013, over 40 000 people died 
from TB in this country. South Af-
rica, which today joins countries 
across the world in marking 

World TB Day, is one of  those 
with a high burden of  the disease. 

More than 300 000 South Afri-
cans are newly infected with TB 
every year. 

While TB is an age-old disease – 
evidence of  it can be found in Egyp-
tian mummies – the world is still 
battling to eradicate it.

Anyone can get TB. Two of  
South Africa’s Nobel laureates, for-
mer President Nelson Mandela and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, both 
had it. Nobody is immune.

TB is an airborne disease and 
easily transmitted. But we do know 
how to prevent its spread and it is 
curable. 

After being put on, and complet-
ing, their treatment both Mandela 
and Tutu were cured.

South Africa has made strides in 
the fight against TB, but official fig-
ures indicate that we need to double 
or triple our efforts to meet our 
country’s development goals. 

While anyone can get TB, parts 
of  our population are more at risk 
than others: inmates in correc-
tional facilities, people working in 
the mines, communities living in 
informal settlements, particularly 
those neighbouring mines, people 
with HIV, those with diabetes, preg-
nant women and children. 

Government has prioritised the 
prevention, control and manage-
ment of  TB. 

Target

We are working to achieve the 
global target of  ending TB by 2030. 
To achieve this all sectors of  soci-
ety must work together: business, 
labour, civil society, the religious 
sector, academics, activists and gov-
ernment.

During World TB Day last year, 
government together with our part-
ners in the South African National 
Aids Council, launched a massive 
TB screening campaign. This three-
year campaign is being imple-
mented in phases, with the focus in 
the first year on communities in six 
districts with a high concentration 
of  mining.

These districts are Lejwel-
eputswa in the Free State, West 
Rand in Gauteng, Sekhukhune and 
Waterberg in Limpopo, and Bo-
janala and Dr Kenneth Kaunda in 
the North West.  We are targeting 
the eight metropolitan municipal-
ities, which together carry about 
40% of  South Africa’s TB burden. 

In its third year, the campaign 
will prioritise the provinces that 
account for more than 70% of  South 
Africa’s TB burden – the Eastern 
Cape, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal and 
the Western Cape. 

We are also strengthening rou-
tine screening of  TB in inmates in 
all correctional facilities and work-
ing with mine owners to ensure 
miners are routinely screened.

While prevention is better than 
cure, treatment is also available for 
those infected. Health Minister Dr 
Aaron Motsoaledi recently reported 
that our treatment success for drug 
sensitive TB has reached 82% com-
pared with 67% in 2009. 

Over half  a million South Af-
ricans are on isoniazid preventive 
therapy, which prevents HIV-posi-
tive patients from contracting TB.

South Africa was the first coun-
try to introduce GeneXpert, an 
automated diagnostic test for TB, 
and last year 50% of  the global vol-
ume of  all tests were used in South 
Africa. 

We have also started the roll-out 
of  new multi-drug-resistant TB 
medicines such as Bedaqualine – 
63% of  global patients on treatment 
with this are in South Africa. 

Government is using the latest 
technology to fight this diseaseand 
adopted a strategy to end TB in our 
lifetime. This strategy requires 
us to work together. Let’s do it and 
propel South Africa’s development 
forward.

● Ramaphosa is the deputy 

president

Let’s 
work 
together 
to end 
TB

NOW that the student protests have 
subsided, perhaps a reflection is in 
order. Watching the recent protests 
one was easily reminded of  one’s 
own days as a student activist. And 
recent newspaper reports have also 
reminded us that the memory of  
apartheid is alive and well in the 
struggle songs sung. 

We hear once again Thina Sizwe 

(We the Nation), and Senzeni Na? 

(What Have We Done?) Even the new 
song iYoh Solomon (an ode to exe-
cuted Umkhonto weSizwe soldier 
Solomon Mahlangu) harks back to 
the struggle.

Student struggles are not new. 
Each year, at the then UDW, there 
were major protests around exclu-
sions, workers’ rights and related 
issues. In 2001, well after my time, 
an unarmed student, Michael 
Makhabane, was shot dead by the 
police during one of  these protests. 

But these struggles were large-
ly ignored at the national level. It’s 
only when these struggles finally 
arrived, 20 years later, in the his-
torically white universities that 
they have been taken seriously. This 
gives us an important lesson on the 
structure of  social power more than 
20 years after apartheid.

But in thinking about the pro-
tests of  previous generations, there 
are urgent questions we need to ask. 

Are those who use recollections 
of  their strategies employed while 
they were student activists decades 
ago attempting to de-legitimise the 
protests we see today? I doubt that; 
but many current-day activists have 
brought that up. As in the Black 
Lives Matter movement in the US, 
there is a real generation gap.

For some of  today’s student 

leaders, anyone who survived the 
struggle against apartheid is seen 
as tainted. 

It has always been the preroga-
tive of  youth to challenge their 
elders and ask new questions. The 
youth are often a source of  intel-
lectual renewal. But for many my 
age, well aware of  the courage and 
principle of  many members of  the 
older generation, some of  whom 
have certainly not “sold out” in the 
new order, it is disturbing to see this 
wholesale dismissal of  the achieve-
ments of  an entire generation.

Certainly the older generation 
should not enter the discussion 
with the assumption that their ex-
perience and power means they 
have all the answers. But at the 
same time the youth do not have 
all the answers, and a mutually re-
spectful intergenerational conver-
sation could be very useful.

Last year the student struggles 
had broad support on the campuses 
and society generally. But much of  
that support has now been lost. Stu-
dent activists are now isolated and 
appear vulnerable to the risk of  op-
pression. In a situation like this, it 
is vital for a political project to build 
alliances. Ideally students should 
have alliances with older gener-
ations of  activists, trade unions, 
community struggles, religious or-
ganisations and so on.

Many of  us have been fascinat-
ed to see how middle-class students 

have been driving the student rad-
icalism at campuses. They have no 
doubt defied the post-colonial narra-
tive that argues that they would de-
fend the status quo since they have 
a stake in it. 

On the contrary it is often those 
who, in material terms, have bene-
fited the most from the new order 
that are most rebellious and angry. 
In some cases middle-class people 
who have been to the best schools 
are calling for the violent overthrow 
of  society. Nobody predicted this. It 
was always assumed such radical-
ism would come from the poor. 

Radicals

The important question, though, 
is around the politics of  the new 
middle-class radicals. Are they com-
mitted to a more equal society for 
all, or is their politics a manoeuvre 
on the elite terrain aimed at improv-
ing their own possession there?

The fact that on many campus-
es workers’ issues have been taken 
seriously – and that students have 
won far more gains than unions 
ever did – is encouraging. Clear-
ly there is at least a faction among 
the new student activists attuned to 
questions of  class. However, some 
of  the discourse that has emerged 
from the movements speaks about 
blackness as if  it is undifferentiated 
– as if  being black in Umhlanga and 
KwaMashu or Phoenix, let alone 

a rural village in a former Bantu-
stan, is the same thing. This kind 
of  language does potentially open 
the way for an ambitious new elite 
to mobilise historical suffering and 
contemporary injustice to advance 
their own interests.

But whatever contradictions 
may lie within the student strug-
gles, and whatever strategic mis-
steps have been taken, the fact is 
that the students have asked more 
urgent and penetrating questions 
about our society than anyone else 
in the last 20 years. For this we 
should all be grateful.

Universities have always been 
a site of  social renewal. It is vital 
we invest in them. But as Ugandan 
scholar Mahmood Mamdani has 
shown, post-colonial states in Africa 
have tended to be deeply suspicious 
of  universities precisely because 
they are where new ideas, and some-
times new political forces, emerge. 

Like most post-colonial govern-
ments, ours too has systemically 
underfunded universities. We all 
need to demand that universities be 
adequately funded. This is not sole-
ly a matter of  resolving the materi-
al issues that have driven student 
protest. It is a matter of  investing 
in ideas and the possibility of  social 
and political renewal.

● Buccus is a senior research 

associate at ASRI, and UKZN 

social sciences research fellow.

Reflecting on protests past and present
Today’s protesters are dismissive of  

earlier activists, but an intergenerational 
conversation could be very useful
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I HAPPEN to be one of  the white-
haired dying breed who remembers 
that when a Springbok or All Black 
rugby player scored a try, he would 
pick himself  up, and with the roar 
of  the crowd ringing in his ears, 
trot back with his teammates for the 
kick-off. 

Similarly in cricket; few histri-
onics, other than the appeal when 
someone lost their wicket, or a 
handshake on making a score.

English soccer started the mod-
ern trend, when scoring a goal re-
sulted in a frenzy of  hugging and 
kisses. Often the scorer ends up 
lying with his kissing teammates on 
top of  him in an act that belies Eng-
lish football’s endemic homophobia.

Unfortunately this practice is 
now the norm in all sports. Spring-
boks of  the early days must be turn-
ing in their graves as burly rugby 
players hug and sometimes kiss 
each other when a try is scored. 
Then there is the annoying habit of  
New Zealand players making juven-
ile signs to the camera after scoring.

Fall of  a wicket now results in 
the bowler cavorting around before 
he gets the hugging/kissing treat-
ment; make a 50 or 10, and there is 
leaping in the air and bat-waving 
and pointing at the dugout or wife.

And of  course there are the ri-
diculous superstitions that so many 
sportsman believe in: don’t walk on 
lines, tug your shirt four times, al-
ways put the left sock on first. 

So, with all this, it is surprising 
to read in Patrick Compton’s col-
umn “When you score a century, it’s 
best not to gaze up at the sky…” that 
what has irritated him for 20 years 
are those theist sportsmen who 
show their indebtedness to God for 
giving them the strength/ability to 
be successful.

Since he cannot prove that it is 
“ludicrous, even grotesque to think 
God is watching every step they 
take on a sports field”, I suggest 
Compton heed his out-of-context 
Biblical quote, “Render therefore 
unto Caesar,” and suck it up next 
time a batsman gazes at the sky. If  it 
works for them, why knock it?

C B ROGERS
Durban

Stop 
the girly 
hugs and 
kisses, 
chaps!

HATS off  on your anti-racism wrap-
around. South Africa belongs to all 
who live in it. Our common future 
impels us to be united in our divers-
ity. I commit myself  to living the 
pledges.

KIRU NAIDOO
Morningside 

Committed to 
living the pledge ONE would have to go a very long 

way indeed to find a hypocrite to 
match the hypocrisy displayed by 
eThekwini mayor James Nxumalo 
on the front page of  his council’s 
free newspaper “Metro” where he 
encourages us to reject all forms of  
racism. 

Who would think that these fine 
words are written by the head of  a 

Hypocrisy is in 
the mayor’s words

IN YESTERDAY’S Mercury in an 
article on page 2 President Jacob 
Zuma was referred to as an “under-
fire statesman”.

Calling Zuma, a pathetic excuse 
for a president and the man who has 
caused our country to be in the sad 
state it has reached, is an insult to 
the true statesmen of  the world, in-
cluding our own Nelson Mandela.

C BAWDEN
Umhlanga

An insult to the 
true statesmen

TO JACOB Zuma and all his “com-
rades” I would suggest the follow-
ing:

Racism has been brought about 
by black people telling their chil-
dren that all whites were in agree-
ment with apartheid, thus making 
their children hate all whites.

This is so not true. The whites 
who lived and breathed apartheid 

Not all white people 
supported apartheid

IT IS very sad that some hospitals 
abuse a person’s goodwill in their 
quest to make money.

In the past two years I have per-
sonally paid for two of  my staff  to 
receive top medical care at a pri-
vate hospital, one after an attack 
by striking workers and one for an 
illness.

On both occasions I stressed to 
the administration staff  and the 
medical staff  that I was to be kept 
fully informed with regard to the 
various treatments/procedures that 
were required as I personally was 
footing the bill.

This clearly fell on deaf  ears 
as a number of  service providers 
jumped on the bandwagon without 
my authorisation and I am now re-
ceiving accounts for services that 
would be classed as nice-to-haves 
but not essential.

The biggest culprit is the med-
ical laboratory that carried out a 
number of  tests, some unrelated to 
the man’s condition. When tackled, 
the response is that the doctor re-
ferred him – despite my stating that 
I was to be consulted at all times.

What I have learnt is that in fu-
ture I will steer the sick person to 
a government facility as I am not a 
benefactor to greedy hospitals – who 
also refuse to answer queries on this 
matter.

TONY BALL
Durban

Hospital greed  
hurts employer

I SUSPECT the war on racism cam-
paign is missing its target and may 
even be having the opposite effect in 
making people more concious of  ra-
cial differences.

I have received much kindness 
from people of  all races, for which 
I am truly grateful. I have also been 
robbed by suited rascals as well as 
ragged rogues. 

I believe Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu was being uncharacteristic-
ally subtle when he dubbed us the 
Rainbow Nation as a rainbow has 
neither black nor white.

We are all people with the same 
needs and ambitions. Let us remem-
ber that and act accordingly.

MICHAEL BROWN
Howick

We all have the same 
needs and ambitions

SOUTH Africa is joining 
in events to mark World 
TB Day today under the 
theme “Unite to End 

TB”.
Deputy President Cyril 

Ramaphosa believes that with 
all the research being done 
we can end TB in our lifetime. 
That will mean in the region 
of 40 000 lives spared a year.

Our country has one of the 
highest TB rates in the world, 
and some sufferers have the so-
called drug-resistant TB.

The tragedy is that TB can 
be prevented, through vaccin-
ation, and treated effectively 
with medication.

But, like many things in 
South Africa, it is not so sim-
ple. Some infants are not vac-
cinated. Then there are factors 
like HIV which make people 
more susceptible, and a big 
factor is people not complet-
ing their course of medicine. 

The latter is a major prob-
lem with people moving 
around – they interrupt their 
treatment or stop it complete-
ly, which can result in death.

On the brighter side, the 
Department of Health is mak-
ing great strides in fighting the 
scourge.

Treatment success rates 

have increased and the death 
toll has dropped by a whop-
ping 25 000 in just four years.

Under the able leadership 
of Health Minister Dr Aaron 
Motsoaledi goals have been set  
to end TB.

Some of the interventions 
are targeted at those most 
vulnerable to the disease:  
inmates, miners and  
people living in mining com-
munities.

But it is not the department 
alone that has to fight TB; 
the department has created a 
health TB think tank with rep-
resentatives of various organi-
sations across the country.

Universities and the Medic-
al Research Council are also on 
board to end TB.

The World Health Organisa-
tion is assisting South Africa as 
part of its global campaign.

There are international or-
ganisations like the Stop TB 
Partnership that are working 
tirelessly to assist on a number 
of levels.

Polio, a disease that killed 
and crippled thousands, has 
almost been eradicated; now 
the aim is to end TB by 2030.

Let us all do what we can to 
ensure that in 14 years a case 
of TB will be an exception.

TB challenge

BY THEIR targets, you 
shall know them. The 
slaughter in Brussels on 

Tuesday followed closely the 
pattern of the atrocities in 
Paris on November 13. The tar-
gets were selected to murder 
and maim as many innocent 
people as possible and to make 
a political point.

Murder with a message is 
an Islamic State speciality. 
The bombings were probably 
planned long before Friday’s 
arrest of the surviving Paris 
attacker, Salah Abdeslam, but 
were doubtless accelerated by 
that event. The Islamic State 
was, in effect, saying that his 
capture was a sideshow. 

There will be much criti-
cism of the Belgian govern-
ment in particular – and much 
unspoken schadenfreude that 
a country which has unwit-
tingly exported jihadism in 
recent years should now be-
come one of its victims. Some 
of this criticism is justified. It 

is important, however, to learn 
the right lesson from this latest 
tragedy. Ultra-nationalists in 
France and anti-Europeans in 
Britain can point to Belgium 
as an example of what hap-
pens if a strong sense of na-
tional identity dies and strong 
national institutions fail. 

Radical Islam knows no 
nationality. The 2005 London 
bombers were all British-born.

Jihadism cannot be de-
feated easily and it cannot 
be defeated in Iraq and Syria 
alone. There will be other pol-
itically targeted atrocities like 
those in Brussels.

The solution must come 
partly from a clear rejection 
of the perversion of jihadism 
by the West’s Islamic com-
munities themselves. But it 
must also come from rejecting 
a drawbridge mentality and 
by pursuing well-structured 
judicial and police co-oper-
ation and intelligence-sharing 
across European frontiers.

Murderous message

Life shrinks or expands in proportion to one’s 
courage. – writer Anais Nin (1903-1977)

Thought for the day

Second take 
FromThe Independent, London

HOW do you know 
when to end a roman-
tic relationship?

● You can’t be 
fully yourself  (enjoy 
yourself, enjoy past 
friendships, relax and 
laugh at whatever 
you want) while you are in it. 

● You have to live with great 
caution (it is as if  you are on duty) 
lest you offend or upset the other 
person. 

● You have to watch everything 
you say (you feel like you are dat-
ing a detective) because the things 
you say get turned around and 
used against you.

● You get the feeling that his 
past (or her past) and everything 
he has left unresolved from past 
relationships comes tumbling 
down upon you when you least ex-
pect it.

● There’s been cheating and/or 
lying without remorse.

● You’re the one doing all the 

work to keep the rela-
tionship going. 

● He/she tries to 
keep you from your 
family or friends. 

● He/she tells you 
how to dress and ex-
pects you to obey his/

her wishes. 
● Jealousy is regarded as an 

indication of  love or care.
● Sexual activity is more im-

portant than anything else you do 
together.

● It’s not equal and respectful.
● You’re monitored (watched, 

stalked) in the name of  care or 
love.

One of  the above is enough of  
a red flag as far as I am concerned 
but, I will concede, I have seen 
people successfully work through 
all of  the above.

● Smith is a family therapist in 
the US. He can be e-mailed at  
FamilyTherapist@iCloud.com.

Rod 
Smith
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were the Nationalists and the Na-
tionalist government, which was 
mainly Afrikaners. 

Most English-speaking white 
South Africans did not support the 
Nationalist government or apart-
heid. 

Believe me when I say that many 
whites, myself  included, hated the 
Nationalist government and all it 
stood for. Most whites belonged to 
the United Party or Progressive 
Party or any party not governed by 
the Nationalists.

So when children are constantly 
told by their parents that “whites” 
were responsible for all the hurt 
they suffered during apartheid, 
naturally these children became 
“white” haters.

So would somebody please ad-
vise black people that there were 
many, many people out there who 
did not agree with apartheid and in 
fact went against it as often as pos-
sible. 

There is not enough room in 
this letter to give examples, but we 
weren’t racist, so please stop lump-
ing all “whites” together as Mr 
Zuma did in his recent speech. This 
infuriated me. I do not agree with 
the ANC, but what can I do about it? 
About as much as I could do against 
the Nationalists.  

I have tried explaining this to 
black people, but they say: “Oh, yes, 
you’re just saying that now because 
you don’t want us to believe you 
agreed with apartheid.” I rest my 
case.

J LESLIE
Morningside

municipality that refuses to do busi-
ness with any entity that is not at 
least 75% black-owned.

The immorality of  this policy 
is equalled only by its economic 
stupidity as was manifested by the 
beachfront restaurants erected 
at vast cost to ratepayers that sat 
empty until long after the football 
World Cup tourists they were meant 
to cater for had long since returned.

COLIN MACKENZIE
Gillitts

Imraan 
Buccus

COMMENT

Cyril Ramaphosa


