
NEWS 15
SUNDAY TRIBUNE APRIL 10 2016

THE political turmoil 
of  the past few months 
has not dampened 
the spirit of  celebri-

ties who all said they would 
be using the opportunity to 
register to vote this week-
end as it was their civic duty  
and one they regarded with 
reverance. 

The Sunday Tribune spoke 
to some of  South Africa’s bet-
ter known names about how 
they felt about the politics 
that has dominated headlines 
recently and if  they voting on 
August 3.

MICHAELLA RUSSELL 
Isidingo actress

It is important to register to 

vote, it is our civic respons-
ibility as South Africans. We 
are granted the right to make 
a choice about who we want to 
lead the country. This is a priv-
ilege that comes with democ-
racy and people need to make 
use of  it. I have registered to 
vote because I would like to 
see our government improving 
the state of  our education. 

DEVI SANKAREE 
GOVENDER 
Journalist 

Registering to vote is not a 
choice. If  you want to be a part 

of  a functioning democracy, 
then have your say or nobody 
cares what you have to say at 
the next braai. 

The ANC needs to take a 
long, hard look at itself  – lead 
from the front, take a zero 
tolerance stance towards cor-
ruption and stop believing the 
electorate are idiots. 

WANDILE MOLEBATSI 
Film and TV star

My family was part of  the free-
dom struggle for a long time. 
I lost my uncle and cousins – 
this really shows the amount 
of  blood shed for democracy. 

It is an incredible honour to 
vote and people should go out 
to register. 

Let us all use this oppor-
tunity. There’s no need to vent 
your anger on social media 
when you don’t even vote –  
take action. 

KYLE DEUTSCH 
Musician 

People must vote. You can’t 
expect to have a voice when 
you don’t even vote. It is 
important because it about the 
future. I would like to see this 
thing of  education protests 
being sorted out. 

LEEANDA REDDY 
Isidingo actress 
I was an Independent Electoral 
Commission student volun-
teer for the first democratic 
elections in the rural areas 
of  KwaZulu-Natal. I saw the 
dignity and elation of  poor 
South Africans who had been 
given the opportunity to vote 
for the first time in their lives 
and it brought me to tears. 

I remind myself  of  the 
many people who sacrificed 
their lives so we could all be 
given this human right. 

I want a government that 
is totally committed to the 

people of  South Africa and 
that works hard to uplift the 
lives of  ordinary South Afri-
cans still living in poverty. 

This must be a government 
that improves access to hous-
ing, education and health care. 

I want a government that 
abides by our constitution and 
Freedom Charter, one that is 
transparent and accountable 
to the people. 

The ANC has done so much 
for our country, sadly these 
gains are overshadowed and 
undermined by the corruption 
and the self-enrichment of   
certain leaders. 

DARREN MAULE 
Radio presenter 
You will not be able to vote if  
you don’t register. You might 
not know now who you will be 
voting for, but when elections 
start you will be glad you can. 

It’s important to make sure 
you are registered in your 
area. You do not want a muni-
cipality run by someone else’s 
vote. I would like to see infra-
structure where it is needed to 
serve the community’s needs, 
not because votes are needed 
from that area. 

Also planning should be 
better. It serves no one to build 

a school or a clinic and not 
supply utilities: roads, power 
and water after making the 
initial investment. I also need 
much more transparent and 
fair tender procurement. 

TIRA 
DJ 

As black people, we were 
denied a chance to cast our 
votes for a long time, but 
that has changed. We have a 
right to vote and people must 
take advantage of  that. I urge 
everyone to register, especially 
the born frees… their votes 
will make change. 

I’ld like to see the govern-
ment developing rural areas. 
I’m from Hlabisa (near Mtuba-
tuba), I wish to see develop-
ment in my home town.

EVERYWHERE one goes these 
days, one is told how import-
ant it is to register to vote this 

weekend, and indeed to vote, on 
August 3.  From radio and news-
paper ads to billboards and online 
chats, people are being bombarded 
with messages about voting.

But in light of  all the recent 
fiasco in our national politics, 
people are disillusioned.

No doubt elections can be 
hugely important but they’re not 
always all they’re cracked up to 
be. No one who has lived under 
a dictatorship or entrenched 
corruption would dismiss the right 
to vote in a free and fair election as 
trivial. 

And a free press, an 
independent judiciary and the 
right to organise and protest freely 
are as important for democracy as 
free and fair elections. 

Those political theorists like 
John Holloway and Alain Badiou 
who write off  elections altogether 
are seriously mistaken.

So, while Emma Goldman’s 
observation that “If  voting 
changed anything, they’d make 

it illegal” looks a little silly amid 
those elections in which there are 
real consequences for society, but 
there are many in which it has 
more than a grain of  truth.

Throughout the world there 
are many democracies where the 
major political parties are more or 
less indistinguishable  
from each other, especially on 
economic questions.

There are many countries 
where no party can be a serious 
player without massive financial 
backing with the result that all 
serious contenders for electoral 
office represent the super-rich. The 
US, the UK and India are examples.

There is often a degree to which 
elections function as a public 
ritual to make legitimate the power 
of  elites more than to offer any 
realistic prospect for ordinary 
people to challenge them.

Every time we go to the polls 
we’re subject to all kinds of  
mystification. We’re told that if  
you don’t vote you can’t complain, 
which is not true. Some of  the 
most organised and effective 
complainers in our society are 

grassroots organisations that 
boycott elections.

We’re told that voting is a 
way of  conveying our particular 
concerns upwards when in fact, 
unlike other forms of  political 
activity, there’s no clear way to 
read the intention behind an 
individual vote.

One person may vote for the 
ANC out of  support for its steady 
degeneration into self-serving 
authoritarianism. The person 
behind her in the queue may 
cast the same vote but with a 
heavy heart and the real sense 
that this is the last time she will 
give her support to the party if  
its degeneration continues. One 

person may vote for the DA out of  
racism and another in the hope of  
more efficient service delivery.

Democracy should never be 
reduced to voting and elections. 
Democracy is at least as much 
about everyday forms of  
contestation and organisations as 
it is about elections.

In many countries, removing 
an authoritarian government from 
power via the ballot  
box is the only real option 
available. Community mobilisation 
of  social movements is vital 
political work but on its own it 
cannot resolve the fundamental 
contradictions of  our society.

We have witnessed some 
extraordinary popular struggles 
on the mines and in communities, 
but even the best of  these have no 
power to, for instance, nationalise 
the platinum mines and redirect 
their profits into social projects. 
Only the state can do this.

The ANC is a glorious liberation 
movement and close to the hearts 
of  most South Africans, but many 
are certainly disillusioned with 
recent happenings.

The first option would be 
to rescue the ANC. The other 
dominant parties are all neo-
liberal. This is also true of  most of  
the minor parties.

The Economic Freedom 
Fighters is not neo-liberal but with 
its deeply problematic leadership, 

its authoritarianism and its 
narrow racial chauvinism, it is not 
a credible progressive alternative.

If  Numsa’s plan to build a 
united front that links social 
movements and community 
struggles with trade unions is 
realised, and if  this united front 

produced a political party, there 
may be a credible option for some 
in the 2019 election.

But this year’s election is in 
August and people have to decide 
what to do now. Could the ANC still 
be rescued?

How we vote or if  we spoil 
our ballots, is a deeply personal 
decision. But many opinion 
makers and ordinary South 
Africans are ensuring we have an 
exhilarating political context and 
have enriched the debate about this 
election and how we respond to 
Jacob Zuma’s failed presidency.

While there may come a time 
when an election is a decisive 
event, it could well be the case 
that our future is shaped to a 
greater degree by the vigorous 
contestation under way outside 
electoral politics. 

● Imraan Buccus is senior 

research associate at ASRI, research 

fellow in the School of  Social 

Sciences at UKZN and academic 

director of  a university study 

abroad programme on political 

transformation.

Devi Sankaree Govender 

Register to vote, they say, but with so much disillusionment it’s hard 
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In April 1994, people queued all day to cast their vote, but a cynicism has set in, 
confusion is rife and commitment is uncertain. Picture: AP

LESS than 40 of  the 
Independent Electoral 
Commission’s (IEC) 
22 617 voting stations 

had problems yesterday as it 
rolled out its final registration 
weekend before the municipal 
elections on August 3.

“Fewer than 40 voting sta-
tions  – or just 0.17 percent 
– had not opened earlier today 
(yesterday) due to a range 
of  factors, including keys to 
venues not being available, 
double booking of  venues, 
delays in staff  arrivals, and 
two vehicle accidents reported.

“One election official is in 
hospital after their vehicle  was 
involved in an accident while 
delivering registration materi-

als near Paulpietersburg in 
KwaZulu-Natal,” the chief  elec-
toral officer, Mosotho Moepya, 
told reporters in Pretoria.

The official’s injuries were 
deemed “not serious”.

New municipality
“Of  the 40 stations not 

open, more than half  were in 
the Vhembe area in Limpopo 
where ongoing engagement 
with the community was being 
undertaken in an attempt to 
open the stations as soon as 
possible,” he said.

“Following negotiations 
with community leaders, the 
electoral commission has 
removed any reference to 
either Malamulele or Vuwani, 

naming ‘LIM345 – New Muni-
cipality’. It will only be named 
by the relevant authorities 
once it has been established 
after the election.”

He said isolated instances 
of  protest action had also been 
reported in Paarl in the West-
ern Cape, Ntabankulu and 
Mthatha in the Eastern Cape, 
and at four voting stations in 
Kwazulu-Natal in Ladysmith, 
Umfolozi, and Escourt.

“The electoral commission 
is engaging with key stake-
holders in all these areas – 
including community leaders, 
political parties, residents, and 
security forces – in an effort to 
allow registration to proceed as 
soon as possible,” said Moepya 

yesterday.
The IEC was hoping that 

“as many new voters as pos-
sible” would join the existing 
25.6 million registered voters  
to boost the voters roll above its 
current level of  about 75 per-
cent of  the eligible voting popu-
lation.

“To significantly increase 
the current voters roll will 
require a large number of  
young first-time voters to 
register this weekend – statis-
tics show that approximately 
80 percent of  the eight million 
eligible voters who are not cur-
rently registered are younger 
than 30,” said Moepya.

“To help boost registration 
by first-time voters, Facebook 

at noon today (yesterday) 
launched its first voter regis-
tration campaign in Africa in 
partnership with the electoral 
commission, which saw the 
deployment of  a special voter 
registration message to all 
Facebook users aged over 18 
years old and a button which 
voters can share with friends 
to show they have registered.”

By Friday, the IEC had sent 
out over 2.5 million SMS mes-
sages to eligible voters aged 18 
to 25, reminding them of  the 
final registration weekend.

“The electoral commission 
is also making a special plea to 
all existing registered voters to 
use this weekend to visit their 
voting station to update and 

confirm their address details,” 
said Moepya.

“The Constitutional Court 
found in November last year 
that a voter’s address or suffi-
cient particularities of  their 
place of  residence were essen-
tial to ensure that the voter was 
registered in the correct voting 
district. 

Clarity
“The electoral commission 

is currently seeking clarity 
from the Constitutional Court 
– in a matter set down for hear-
ing on May 9 – as to what the 
status of  voters is when no 
addresses are available.”

He said while the IEC was 
determined not to deny any 

voter the right to vote simply 
because an address was not 
available on the voters roll, the 
commission had embarked on 
a variety of  initiatives to urge 
voters to update their address 
details this weekend.

“This week, the electoral 
commission issued over 5 mil-
lion SMSes to registered voters 
for whom no address details 
are currently available. 

“This is being comple-
mented by radio adverts and 
messages on social media to 
encourage existing voters to 
visit their voting stations to 
check and update their details,” 
he said.

Voters could check whether 
additional address informa-

tion was required for them by 
SMSing their ID number to 
32810. They would receive an 
SMS back with the name of  the 
voting station where they were 
currently registered.

“Voters for whom incom-
plete address details are cur-
rently captured will receive a 
second SMS urging them to 
visit their voting station to 
update their details. By lunch-
time today the SMS line had 
received more than 60 000 hits,” 
said Moepya.

“Voters can also check their 
status by calling *120*432# or 
visiting www.elections.org.za 
or calling the contact centre at 
0800 118 000 between 7am and 
9pm.” – ANA

Hiccups as 
IEC rolls out 
registration 
for voting 

SIPHELELE BUTHELEZI It’s your right, it’s your secret, use your vote for what you want

Leeanda ReddyWandile Molebatsi Darren Maule DJ Tira 

If you haven’t checked if you are registered to 
vote yet, do so today. By Jonisayi Maromo The  Independent Electoral Commission went into top gear for its final voter registration this weekend, saying fewer than 40 of its voting stations experienced problems yesterday.


