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Your 
views

GOOD riddance! The resignation 
of  Dr Ben Ngubane and expulsion 
of  Hlaudi Motsoeneng should bring 
joy to the nation. This was long over-
due, the pillars of  Zumafication are 
weakened, leaving the Gupta and 
Zuma families and its surrogates, in 
the state and parastatals vulnerable.

Ngubane joined the ANC after 
seeing that the IFP was weakened 
and unable to service his debt at the 
Ithala Bank. This was “opportun-
ism”. 

In the Zumafication and Zulufi-
cation of  SABC and Eskom, the 
Saxonwold deployment committee 
deployed him to these Chapter Nine 
institutions at the SABC Adhoc 
Committee and parliamentary 
Scopa meeting. 

Ngubane was extremely arro-
gant, showing the committees dom-
inated by ANC his “middle finger”.

Like Ngubane, Motsoeneng was 
a puppet of  the Saxonwold shebeen, 
which is characterised by stealing 

money from SABC to fund The New 
Age. Ngubane and Motsoeneng are 
not the only ones guilty but also 
ANC. The New Age is the heritage 
of  the ANC. 

It was established to fight apart-
heid and colonial regimes. It was 
edited by Ruth First and Govan 
Mbeki, Brian Bunting, Joe Gqabi 
were journalists. It exposed the ex-
ploitation of  prisoners in Bethal 
potato farms. 

Today The New Age is a para-

site on the SABC and sides with the 
Zuma family faction in the ANC. 

The notorious Jimmy Manyi 
used this newspaper to attack any-
one who irritated the Saxonwold 
deployment committee.

In biting the dust, Ngubane and 
Motsoeneng follow other Saxonwold 
shebeen surrogates like Khomotso 
Phahlane, Berning Ntlemeza, Brian 
Molefe, Dina Pule, Sicelo Shiceka, 
Ellen Tshabalala and Nomgcobo 
Jiba.  

Elephants are still in the room, 
such as Zuma and his babies in-
cluding Bathabile Dlamini, Dudu 
Myeni, Sdumo Dlamini, Mose-
benzi Zwane, David Mabuza, Ace 
Magashule, David Mahlobo, Malusi 
Gigaba and Norbert Buthelezi.

Amanga (lying) National Con-
gress in Zuma House on Saxonwold 
shebeen must fall! Polokwane and 
Mangaung pirates must perish!

SIYANDA MHLONGO 
KwaDukuza

Saxonwold shebeen puppets are biting the dust 

‘S
OMETIMES it falls 
upon a generation 
to be great. You 
can be that great 

generation. Let your greatness 
blossom.” These were the  words 
of  Nelson Mandela – a rallying 
call for each generation to chart 
its own path in trying to make a 
positive impact on society.

In this edition, we have been 
given an opportunity to produce 
a paper that attempts to highlight 
issues that we believe speak to the 
state of  our young people.

We compiled it in honour of  
the youth of  1976; a generation 
that let their greatness blossom 
by re-igniting the anti-apartheid 
Struggle’s flame, which had been 
dimming owing to the repression 
meted out by the oppressive 
regime to progressive movements 
rebelling against a crime against 
humanity.

It is well documented how the 
Class of  ’76 felt their parents had 
been browbeaten into submission 
by the Nationalists, who used 
violence to induce black South 
Africans’ subservience to the 
cruel system they had concocted.

That generation was emphatic 
that it would not kow-tow to 
the absurdities of  DF Malan, 
HF Verwoerd, PW Botha and 
company.

Armed only with a dustbin 
lid and the ubiquitous stones 
found on gravel roads across 
townships – areas designated 
by the oppressors as reservoirs 
of  cheap labour and mental 
enslavement – they faced the 
might of  apartheid’s army in 
order to bring about change in the 
plight of  millions of  black people.

We pay homage to these heroes 
by trying to talk frankly about the 
challenges the youth grapple with 
today. 

We celebrate the successes, 
but also our failures, because 

it is through the celebration 
of  failures that we get to learn 
from them and force a reversal 
of  the afflictions that are 
holding us back. And there 
are many of  them: a legacy of  
Bantu Education that lingers 
over us and perpetuates the 
intergenerational nature of  a lack 
of  universal, quality education; 
gross unemployment; debilitating 
substance abuse; crime and many 
other issues .

We were mindful of  the 
criticism we might receive from 
people who think the edition is a 
publicity stunt.

“Why doesn’t The Mercury   
regularly produce content 
specifically aimed at the youth?” 
we hear some readers ask.

We accept this critique, but 
offer reasons why we have not 
produced enough youth content to 
our, and our readers’, liking.

First, the Audit Bureau of  
Circulations of  South Africa 
showed in its first quarter 
analysis that newspaper 
circulations were down a 
collective 31.7%. This has resulted 
in the major newspaper media 
companies, including ours, 
downscaling staff  numbers.

This has led to smaller 
newsrooms and the so-called 
“juniorisation” of  newsrooms, 
which some purists (read old 
people) have said would be the 
death of  our industry.

We respectfully disagree.
The dedication, exuberance 

and talent at The Mercury is 
prepared to take up the baton 
bequeathed to us by the glorious 
’76 generation with stories from 
our wonderful country.

This we do in the knowledge 
that nothing is more important 
for our democracy than a well-
informed and active youth. It is 
time for South Africa’s young 
people to blossom into greatness.

EDITOR’S VIEW

Youth’s 
time to 
blossom

Ambrosini’s struggle 
for medical marijuana

I PEN this letter in the memory of  
Mario Ambrosini who sadly took 
his life in a heartless political world 
that’s bereft of  humanity and com-
passion. He ended his fight with 
cancer on August 14, 2014. 

I will never forget the brave  
Ambrosini of  the IFP, who in his 
dying days, fought with 
his heart and soul to afford 
human beings victimised by 
poverty and cancer inexpen-
sive palliative care through the  
legalisation of  medical marijuana.

How far is this from becoming a 
reality?

Until that becomes a reality, 
the spirit and soul of  Ambrosini is 
awaiting redemption through our 
agitation.

SABER AHMED JAZBHAY
Durban

Calling all true and 
capable leaders
I WOULD like to know if  there is 
anyone out there, regardless of  
their political affiliation, who is 
capable of  successfully running 
the parastatals of  this country, and 
more importantly preventing this 
beautiful country ending up like 
Zimbabwe. 

CHRIS SMITH
Durban

Mthethwa’s searching 
for a new name for SA 
FOR goodness sake – does Nathi 
Mthethwa have nothing useful 
to do? He has vowed to find a new 
name for South Africa.  

Come on Nathi, do a real job for 
a change and earn your outrageous 
salary.

B CALDERWOOD
Kloof

‘Mzanzi’ or ‘Mzansi’ 
carries no baggage
IF NATHI Mthethwa wants to 
change the names then let him go 
ahead. Please correct the spelling of  
Empangeni  and Mtwalume.  

As to changing the name of  
South Africa, I vote for Mzanzi  
or Mzansi. This name is already  
in the vernacular and carries no 
baggage. Rebranding a country  

SA has bigger fish  
to fry, Mthethwa

AT A TIME WHEN the country 
finds itself  in junk status and only 
a unified effort from all can contrib-
ute to trying to get out of  this reces-
sion, the best contribution from our 
esteemed Arts and Culture Minis-
ter, Nathi Mthethwa is the proposal 
to rename the country. 

What right has this minister 
got to propose such, taking into ac-
count that the name that is directly 
aligned to our esteemed national 
anthem of  the rainbow nation, 
and which anthem refers to South  
Africa. 

The comment has the mindset 
of  Mugabe, and if  we continue on 
our current path, our money will 
also resemble the Monopoly money 
that the Zimbabwean dollar did. As 
a minister, Mthethwa should be fo-
cusing on creating social cohesion 
as opposed to dividing a  country 
that is beset with tensions.

There are far more pressing mat-

Newsdesk .................. 031 308 2332
Editor ..............................Yogas Nair
Assistant Editor .. Philani Mazibuko
News Editor ......Kamini Padayachee
Live Editor ............. Garth Johnstone
Sports co-ordinator ..Murray Staats
Production ..................Greg Hutson

Advertising ............... 031 308 2004
Deliveries ...................080 020 4711 
.......................................... 031 308 2022
E-mail ................mercnews@inl.co.za
On the web ...www.themercury.co.za
 www.facebook.com/themercurysa
 www.twitter.com/themercurysa

THE MERCURY
F O U N D E D ,  N O V E M B E R  2 5 ,  1 8 5 2

The Mercury is printed and published 
by Independent Newspapers KwaZulu-
Natal, 18 Osborne Street, Durban, for the 
proprietors and publishers, Independent 
Newspapers (Pty) Limited, at 18 Osborne 
Street, Durban. The copyright in the literary 
and artistic works in this newspaper and its 
supplements, as well as in the published 
editions and any other content or material 
(including any online version), belongs 
exclusively to Independent Newspapers 
(Pty) Limited unless stated. The copyright, 
including the reproduction and adaptation 
of any content or material in this newspaper 
and its supple ments, is expressly reserved 
to the publisher, 
Independent 
Newspapers (Pty) 
Limited, under Section 

12(7) of the Copyright Act of 1978. The 
Mercury is committed to the Press Code 
of Professional Practice, which prescribes 
that news must be reported in a truthful, 
accurate, fair and balanced manner.

PRESS OMBUDSMAN

Jovial Rantao has been appointed 
Independent Media’s Press Ombudsman. 
Rantao is one of the most experienced 
editors in South Africa. He is the chairperson 
of The African Editors Forum and the 
Southern African Editors Forum. His 
editorships include African Independent, 
Sunday Independent and Sunday Tribune.

Complaints relating 
to editorial content 
can be sent to him via 
complaints@inl.co.za

A strong voice for 
the dispossessed
DESPITE our differences, we would 
like to applaud Floyd Shivambu of  
the EFF for standing up for more 
than 40 million African people who 
have been dispossessed of  their 
land, our mothers and sisters raped, 
our people butchered.

It was only Shivambu out of  
more than 300 parliamentarians 
who stood up for us, and we are 
thankful for that. We are not scared 
of  war because our people have suf-
fered for more than 350 years.

Our people continue to be killed 
on the farms. Just recently in the 
North West we saw two Boers kill-

THE FIRES in Knysna and else-
where in the Western Cape are 
a disaster. People have lost their 
homes and all their worldly goods. 
They have been traumatised.  
The outpouring of  support and 
concern for the victims is a positive  
development that should be wel-
comed by all.

Devastating fires are not a 
unique development; they are an 
everyday feature of  life in South 
Africa. In fact, just a few days ago, 
seven children under the age of  
7 died in shack fires in Wyebank, 
Durban. 

Shack settlements are at con-
stant risk of  fire and, like everyone 
else, shack dwellers face losing their 
homes and property, and go through 
the trauma that comes with a dev-
astating fire. Shack dwellers do not 
have insurance; a fire can leave 
people destitute.

It is noticeable that, as a society, 
there is seldom much of  an out-
pouring of  support when the poor 
lose everything in a terrible infer-
no. What usually happens is that 
officials blame the poor rather than 
their living conditions. 

Organised shack dwellers have 
been trying to politicise shack fires 
for many years – to show that they 
are a result of  political realities 
rather than natural disasters. 

But elites in South Africa, across 

all race groups, have been mostly 
unmoved. 

We need to ask why it is that, 
with important exceptions, most of  
the middle class and the rich, as well 
as corporates, don’t care about the 
poor. It is true that this is not unique 
to South Africa.

The situation is much the same 
in India, Brazil and elsewhere. 
Mainstream America actively sup-
ports mass incarceration.

But we, as a society, were suppos-
ed to be different. The anti-apart-
heid Struggle and then our new con-
stitution were supposed to commit 
us to a different kind of  society. We 
were supposed to be one in which 
everyone’s rights were respected.

These rights exist on paper and 
in the increasingly hollow rhet-
oric of  a corrupt and rapacious  
political class. But they do not exist 
in practice.

Certainly politicians should 
shoulder much of  the blame for this. 
Many of  our politicians are little 
more than despicable opportunists 

of  the worst sort, enriching them-
selves at the expense of  the poor.

But all the blame for the fact that 
so many of  us care about fires in 
Knysna but not in shack settlements 
cannot be laid at the door of  our in-
creasingly venal political class. The 
Italian communist Antonio Gram-
sci stressed that it was the “com-
mon sense” of  a society, more than 
the ruling class, that set its norms 
and values.

It is that “common sense”, he 
argued, that must be contested by 
the Left. Progressive values need 
to be become “common sense”. If  
rights are written into the consti-
tution but they do not become part 
of  the “common sense” of  a society 
they will not be enforced. 

Our predatory political class is 
not helpful. There is no doubt about 
that. But that is not our only task. 
It is also vital that we contest the 
“common sense”.

This needs to happen in the 
media, in universities, in the sphere 
of  cultural production, in religious 
contexts and in all other spaces 
where meaning is made. No law 
can create a society where a fire in 
a shack settlement in Gugulethu  
gets the same attention and concern 
as a fire in Knysna. Achieving this 
is ultimately intellectual and cultur-
al work.

This is a moral question but 

is not just a question of  basic de-
cency or morality. It is also a polit-
ical question. If  we are not able to  
build a society in which all people 
are respected, in practice as well 
as on paper, we will never be able 
to build a stable democracy and a 
workable economy. It is in our col-

lective interest to move away from 
the colonial logic in which some 
people are disposable.

There is no room for pessimism. 
The extraordinary performance of  
Jeremy Corbyn in the recent British 
election shows that the tide can be 
turned against the rise of  the Right. 

We need to take heart from this 
event and build a political force that 
replaces the corrupt elite in office. 
But at the same time we need to do 
the intellectual and cultural work 
of  building a different kind of  “com-
mon sense”, one in which every fire 
gets the same attention and support 

as the terrible fires in Knysna.
This means that we have to think 

about politics in a much broad-
er and more sophisticated way. 
We have to understand that ideas  
and values are important and that 
while state power is vitally import-
ant, politics is a far broader field of  
contestation.

It entails the dehumanised need 
to be rehumanised in our univer-
sities, our media and our cultural 
production. This is an urgent task 
if  we are going to have any chance 
of  building a viable and sustainable 
democracy. 

We cannot afford to continue 
with the colonial logic in which 
some of  us are considered dispos-
able. If  the young people driving the 
“decolonial” project at universities 
want to show their critics that they 
are driving an emancipatory pro-
ject and not just a narrow class pro-
ject, they could offer their youthful 
energy and creativity to this work.

● Buccus is a senior research 
associate at ASRI, a Research 
Fellow in the School of  Sciences 
at UKZN and the academic 
director of  a university study 
abroad programme on political 
transformation. Buccus 
promotes #Reading Revolution 
via Books@Antique at Antique 
Café in Morningside

Why do the middle class and the rich care so little about the poor?

Creating a storm 
between faiths
I AM just wondering why Dr Thillay 
Naidoo keeps on attacking Muslims 
and Christians. 

We constantly see his letters 
in the press, and listen to him on 
SAFM criticising Muslims and 
Christians. Some of  my Hindu 
friends feel embarrassed and al-
ways apologise to me whenever he 
attacks Muslims. Maybe a senior 
Hindu leader should speak to him 
and advise him to stop because he 
is creating unnecessary friction be-
tween people of  different faiths. 

KHATIJA  SHAIKJEE
Pietermaritzburg

ing a young innocent Matlhomola; 
there is an ongoing civil war. 

We have carried on from where 
King Bambatha left, we have prom-
ised ourselves that we will take the 
land back no matter what it takes.

Our people in 1960 and 1976 were 
not fighting for civil rights but for 
their dignity, to re-own or repossess 
the land. 

We know that FF+ are running a 
parallel government with their own 
military branch, we are aware that 
they are training their children. 
Our message to them is that we have 
prepared ourselves.

If  this right-wing FF+ believes 
that they can do what they did in 
Sharpeville as well as Soweto, then 
they have something coming their 
way. Our ancestors were so kind to 
offer them hospitality and now they 
are bossing around and intimidat-
ing us; we are more than prepared 

ters that need attention. Changing 
a  name will not address poverty, 
homelessness, junk status and a 
host of  social ills that need radical 
transformation. It’s this type of  ir-
responsible rhetoric that will con-
tinue the junk-status spiral and dis-
investment.

G JANSEN
Warner Beach

Imraan 
Buccus

COMMENT

There is seldom much of an outpouring of support when the poor lose everything in a terrible inferno.

is not an easy exercise.
JOHN DRAKE

Winklespruit

to fight whoever stole our land.
KENNETH MOKGATLHE

PAC spokesperson


