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POKÉMON Go is everything I ever 
wanted as a kid. In fact, it’s almost 
too good to be true.

Yes, I was the kid who went to 
the video game store on the release 
date of  a new Pokémon game. Yes, 
I watched the cartoons and the ter-
rible films. Yes, fine, I’ll admit it – I 
carried my GameBoy around in my 
backpack at school and I took enor-
mous pride in beating my broth-
er in battle. What can I say? The 
silly creatures that bark their own 
names make for one hell of  an after-
noon’s entertainment.

That statement is probably 
echoed by thousands of  people who 
have already downloaded the new 
augmented reality app. The game 
is so popular it’s about to surpass 
Twitter in number of  daily active 
users on Android. It’s yet to be of-
ficially released in the UK, but it’s 
already generating a storm of  ac-
tivity in the US, Australia and New 
Zealand.

Pokémon Go takes an ordinary 
mobile phone and converts it into 
a window to a fictional world. By 
turning on their cameras, “train-
ers” can see creatures pop up on 
their screens, appearing in patches 
of  grass, in hospital rooms, on table 
counters, in bathtubs, and even in 
frying pans, all depending on where 
the user walks. 

Trainers can travel around their 
city of  choice, pausing at sculptures 
and skyscrapers and shop fronts 
that pose as Pokémon gyms, where 
they can then fight for the title of  
The Very Best That No One Ever 
Was.

Landmark

The game is already being her-
alded as a landmark achievement. 
It’s encouraging people to get out-
side, to explore their neighborhood! 
It’s a weight loss device! It’s helping 
people deal with mental illness! It’s 
almost as if  it’s a miracle – and, in 
some ways, it really is. It may not be 
a fantastic game (it’s pretty simplis-
tic, really), but its implications are 
far-reaching.

That’s because Pokémon Go is 
only the beginning. Technology is 
changing – and it’s changing fast.

We might like to joke about aug-
mented reality and self-driving cars 
and Big Brother-like phone surveil-
lance, but the truth is that these 
technologies exist. 

Before long they’ll shape the 
world as we know it. Remember that 
the internet started as a govern-
ment weapon in the Cold War and 
that some of  the first mobile phones 
were ugly manila-coloured bricks 
the size of  Chipotle burritos. Now 
practically everyone has a sleek 
touchscreen device tucked into a 
pocket. Our whole lives operate 
around those little things.

The more technology changes, 
and the faster it changes, the more 
we need to be aware and ready for 
what comes next. I’m not saying 
prepare for the birth of  Skynet, or 
start puzzling over whether you’ll 
take the red pill or the blue pill. But 
do be serious about this simple fact: 
technology is just as wonderful as it 
is dangerous.

So, yes, Pokémon Go is my 
12-year-old wonderland. But it’s also 
a very real invention, a very real 
money-making device, and a very 
real picture of  what questions we 
should be asking about our tech.

The first is already a raging de-
bate: How important is our right 
to privacy? Do we have one in the 
technological world – and can we 
expect to?

Pokémon Go requires the user to 
give permission to several privacy 
intrusions: location services, cam-
era usage and data, time zone, and 
so on. It’s not surprising people are 
already questioning what Pokémon 
creator Nintendo will do with this 
data, and whether it’s smart to allow 
companies so much access into our 
whereabouts and daily patterns. 
This debate is already hotly contest-
ed in the area of  crime surveillance, 
wire tapping and personalised ad-
vertising. How much should tech-
nology be allowed to know about 
you? Where is the line between “a 
little bit creepy” and “downright 
dangerous”?

But location data isn’t the only 
concern. Perhaps by now you’ve 
heard of  the poor man whose house 
has been tagged as a Pokémon Gym. 
The result? Dozens of  people stop-
ping outside his house to sit there, 
phone in hand, and battle with vir-
tual monsters. –  The Independent
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YOU’VE got to hand it to Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
He is styled for the sound bite. 
Sanibona. Jambo! He blazed his 
way through Mozambique, South 
Africa, Tanzania and Kenya, strik-
ing a chord in the local parlance as 
he went along.

A thunderous drum alongside 
President John Magufuli in the 
case of  Dar es Salaam. The choice 
is interesting in that all four are 
Indian Ocean Rim (IOR) countries 
which India considers its sphere of  
influence. While the diplomats and 
business entourage came trooping 
with agreements, Modi soaked up 
the cameras. 

He knows a good camera angle, 
as Facebook’s Mark Zuckerburg 
was to discover in a video that’s be-
come a social media sensation. The 
savvy prime minister yanked him 
by the arm as he crowded his good 
side to the flashbulbs. Modi is the 
most followed Asian leader on Twit-
ter. He is a selfie sensation.

Every step he took on African 
soil was tweeted by no less a celeb-
rity than Vikas Swarup, the Slum 

Dog Millionaire author who now 
doubles as spokesman of  the Indian 
foreign ministry. The tweets show 
screengrabs of  an eloquent Modi 
appearing to wax lyrical before 
adoring audiences.

The choreographers behind 
the curtains are, of  course, beam-
ing those seemingly off-the-cuff  
remarks to a teleprompter. It’s an  
interesting sleight of  hand. Not 
something the handful of  heck-
lers in the Durban City Hall who  
hollered “Jai Hind” (Victory to 
India) would mind at all. Nor will 
the supporters of  Modi’s Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP), or indeed 
its parent body, the Hindu ex- 
tremist paramilitaries in the Rash-

triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 
One of  the RSS’s members was 

responsible for the assassination 
of  Mahatma Gandhi. Their inspir-
ation comes from the European 
fascist parties of  the 1930s and 
1940s. Open admiration for Adolf  
Hitler was not uncommon in their 
ranks. They stayed 
away from the in-
dependence strug-
gle led by Jawahar-
lal Nehru’s Indian 
National Congress 
and rejected Gan-
dhi’s reaching out to 
Muslims. 

Modi is a con-
temporary narrow 
nationalist’s dream 
merchant. While he 
is notching up air 
miles to the capitals 
of  the world, the 
Indian world view 
is getting narrower 
and narrower. BJP had a thumping 
victory in the 2014 elections. Region-
al parties from the Himalayan high-
lands to the southern tip are cosy-
ing up with Modi – playing ball with 
the godfather. Most ill at ease with 
this rampant Hindu nationalism 
have to be India’s large minority of  
Muslims, who have borne the brunt 
of  communal violence. 

Modi came to Africa with a 
self-confidence that he is strong at 
home. The picture on the ground 
is different. No fewer than 31 BJP 
ministers face criminal cases. The 
conflict in Jammu and Kashmir 

is raging. Modi was at great pains 
to stress an 8% growth rate tar-
get and boast India was the fastest 
growing large economy globally. He 
also said India was improving its 
rank on various global indicators, 
including jumping 16 places on the 
World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 

global competitive 
index. He however 
omitted to mention 
critical areas where 
it has slipped. With 
Modi’s much vaunt-
ed “Digital India”, 
India ranked 91 
on the WEF’s Net-
worked Readiness 
Index in 2016. Under 
the Congress-led 
government of  
Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, 
it ranked 68 in 2013. 

Modi also makes 
a huge play of  India 

being the leading destination for 
foreign direct investment. Much of  
the investment attraction of  India 
is based on his economic successes 
while chief  minister of  the state of  
Gujerat, but that too unravels under 
scrutiny. 

Indian economists critical of  
Modi’s development model refer to 
huge subsidies from the state which 
skew the actual content of  his eco-
nomic claims. The operative thing 
is that in politics one has to use 
one’s electoral appeal to advance 
on all fronts. Modi will pay no atten-
tion to his detractors. 

His record in office is of  a high-
energy prime minister moving on 
every front. His state visits in Africa 
have dominated Indian news media 
as having been highly successful. 

It was a little off  colour that he 
was feted by the ANC when their 
traditional ally is India’s Congress 
party. It was also odd that Ela Gan-
dhi, the Mahatma’s granddaughter, 
played host to Modi at no less than 
the holy site in Phoenix. 

One ANC politician who nif-
tily took a dig at Modi’s divisive 
record at home was the Human 
Settlement’s MEC Ravi Pillay, who 
doubled as programme director at 
the Durban civic reception. Pillay 
kept referring to unity in divers-
ity and nation building in various 
off-the-cuff  remarks, stressing the 
ANC’s reaching out to all commun-
ities whatever the racial or faith 
origins.

Modi must surely have 
squirmed, given that even on these 
shores on the other side of  the Indi-
an Ocean, the BJP’s murder of  Mus-
lims, destruction of  their mosques 
and displacement of  tens of  thou-
sands could not be hidden. 

Even a good camera angle can-
not hide that shameful record.

● Buccus is a senior research 

associate at ASRI, research 

fellow in the School of  Social 

Sciences at UKZN and academic 

director of  a university study 

abroad program on political 

transformation.
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and air miles to the capitals of the world,  
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TELL THE EDITOR These pages are a forum for debate. Send your opinions in the 
form of letters, faxes, e-mails, SMSes, tweets or Facebook posts. Write to, The Editor, 
PO Box 47549, Greyville, 4023; fax 031 308 2715, e-mail mercletter@inl.co.za; tweet @
TheMercurySA; or write on our wall at facebook.com/themercurysa.  
Please include your name, address and telephone number. The right to edit submissions, 
which should be no longer than 200 words, is reserved. Pseudonyms will be published only 
in exceptional circumstances. 

Your 
views

THE arrogance of  unfit SABC 
chief  operations officer Hlaudi 
Motsoeneng, who always makes 
silly arguments, is a sign that he is 
protected by the highest office of  
the republic in his mediocrity. His 
latest remarks that the SABC can’t 
be told what to do speaks volume 
that his arrogance is not ordinary 
but extreme.  

When the chief  operations offi-
cer of  an institution speaks as if  he 
is the chief  executive officer and the 
board itself  means there is some-
thing wrong internally and exter-
nally. It means internally the power 
of  the CEO and the board are super-
seded by the person whose role re-
clines on the implementations.

Now that Motsoeneng has shown 
the ANC and the country the mid-
dle finger by reassuring everyone 
that he will deal with employees 
who don’t carry the mandate of  the 
SABC, in a threatening note, what 
does that mean? 

The unpopular decisions taken 
by the SABC, notably censorship 
and suspension of  journalists, have 
big backers who disregard media 
freedom. South Africans shouldn’t 
forget that President Jacob Zuma 
has consistently criticised the 
media as unpatriotic. Maybe that’s 
where the latest development in the 
SABC started.

There is no way that the SABC 
can tamper with the ANC’s policy 
without an assurance that there 
won’t be consequences attached to 
such reckless and undemocratic 
practices. 

The president of  the ANC and 
the country, who is the first citizen, 
has been quiet all along and behaves 
as if  he is staying in another contin-
ent while democracy is under the 
threat.

Faith Muthambi, Communica-
tion Minister, who even snubbed 
the ANC meeting to talk about the 
SABC’s state, is part of  the problem. 
Her attitude to the public protect-
or’s recommendations that Hlaudi 
is unfit to hold the office, whom she 
later permanently appointed, dis-
played the arrogance of  someone 
who has a backer in her decisions.

The ANC shouldn’t pretend 
that it doesn’t understand where 
the roots of  the problem are and 
confront the big elephant in the 
room. When the public broadcaster 
becomes proud not to listen to the 
people and even Icasa it shows that 
there are deep dynamics unfolding 
within the ruling party that de-
ployed some of  the people who are 
part of  the problem.

Muthambi reports to the presi-
dent, so if  the unpopular decisions 

ANC 
can’t 
handle 
SABC 
elephant

UNLESS the SABC can bring 
Hlaudi Motsoeneng into line I sug-
gest all viewers and advertisers 
agree to boycott watching SABC TV 
and companies move their advertis-
ing expenditure to e.tv and DStv.

I will go as far as making an ef-
fort not to buy any product adver-
tised on SABC channels as those 
are illegally being used to keep the 
Zuma-led ANC in power by trying to 
mislead voters. 

Hlaudi obviously got his in-
spiration from Hitler’s minister 
of  propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, 
or is a flat earther who thinks that 
just because we don’t see public pro-

Why don’t we 
boycott the SABC?

AN ACCIDENT is an event by mis-
fortune or chance.

The Harding bakkie “accident” 
could easily have been foreseen. 
Carrying 22 people in a vehicle that 
is clearly not designed for that is 
courting disaster.

Yet I have seen bakkies over-
loaded and the authorities are re-
luctant to actually enforce the rules.

There has been a history of  this 
type of  accident and this trend will 
continue until the law enforcement 
officers do their job and the passen-
gers engage their sense of  self-pres-
ervation.

These deaths could have easily 
been avoided.

TONY BALL
Durban

Overloading  
invites accidents

THE careful discussion of  the cri-
teria for selection of  our next public 
protector televised for the nation is 
welcomed for the transparency it of-
fers us citizens.

However, the proposal put on the 
agenda that the ad hoc committee 
for this appointment should bear 
in mind “demographic representiv-
ity” in making their selection seems 
to contradict the expressed need for 
independence and bias deemed so 
essential to making the best choice. 

It follows too that independence 
of  mind is surely needed too in the 
selectors themselves.  

The chairwoman herself  
warned that the ‘non-racial’ charac-
ter of  South Africa was still in the 
making. This implies the committee 
itself  will not escape being assessed 
for bias, even of  political opportun-
ism, unintended or not.

Commitment to judging the 
worth and suitability of  a candidate 
according to the stated criteria: in-
dividual’s character, experience, 
knowledge and skills, reflects a 
genuine desire to deal with per-
ceived race diversity. 

In a world where racial divers-
ity is catching up to outmoded no-
tions of  “purity” the exercise of  
non-prejudicial choice would in-
deed exemplify world leadership in 

Public protector 
criteria questioned

A WEEK is a long time 
in politics. What do 
you say about a year 
or two, or, indeed, 

four years, which is the length 
of time since artist Brett Mur-
ray sparked an absolute furore 
with his painting The Spear? 

We saw the ANC marching 
to the art gallery where it was 
housed. We heard threats of 
newspaper boycotts. 

Newspaper editors received 
death threats.

Now artist Ayanda Mabulu’s 
exhibition Post has gone way 
beyond what Murray could 
ever have conceptualised, or 
thought, and it is being shown 
at, of all places, Constitution 
Hill, as opposed to within the 
restricted access of a private 
art gallery.

On one level, that speaks 
volumes about just how far 
the president has fallen in 
the country’s esteem. It says a 
great deal about the value of 
the artist himself, whose work 
has, for the most part, offered 
a radical onslaught on state 
capture.

It also speaks volumes 
about the internecine suc-
cession battles that are being 
fought within the ANC, that 
there is nary a peep from 

spokespersons, or nowhere 
near the hysteria and cacoph-
ony of injured political egos of 
four years ago.

This notwithstanding, 
while art might be expressive 
and the right to expression 
constitutionally enshrined, 
we must, as we cautioned four 
years ago with the Murray 
painting, beware of the conse-
quences of our artistic rights. 

It is all very well to lam-
poon the holder of an office as 
a buffoon, a charlatan, a rogue 
or a thief, but we must take 
care that, in so doing, we do 
not rend the fabric of that very 
office such that it plunges this 
country into the abyss.

The concerns that were 
raised four years ago are as 
valid today. 

Just because people don’t 
like the individual or have a 
greater wellspring of contempt 
towards him than they did  
before, doesn’t render those 
concerns any less valid or any 
less offensive to the very cul-
tural norms that were used 
to attack Murray in the first 
place.

To lose sight of this opens 
all of us up to justifiable claims 
of hypocrisy, opportunism 
and expediency.

Art or insult?

A CENTURY ago today, 
at the start of the Battle 
of Delville Wood, our 

forces became involved in the 
first major engagement en-
tered into by South Africans 
on the Western Front during 
World War I.   

From July 14-20, 1916, the 
South African first infantry 
brigade took part in one of 
the most ferocious battles ever 
fought. 

Records later showed that 
for those six days and five 
nights a soldier was killed 
every minute, with one South 
African soldier dying every 
three minutes. Of the 3 153 
men who entered Delville 
Wood, only 142 survived.

But in one of the saddest 
chapters in this country’s his-
tory, the role played by the 

SA  Native Labour Corp has re-
ceived hardly any attention in 
South African military history, 
despite the fact that 25 000 
black South Africans volun-
teered for service in France 
during World War I. 

On Tuesday – 100 years later 
– the South African and French 
governments fixed this wrong 
by honouring all the South 
Africans who sacrificed their 
lives during the Battle of Del-
ville Wood, regardless of race, 
colour or creed. 

The memorial at Longueval 
reflects the role of the Native 
Labour Corps in both world 
wars, as well as the sinking 
of the ship SS Mendi in 1917 
with the loss of more than 600 
black South African lives. This 
recognition, though overdue, 
is worthwhile.

Delville Wood 

The world needs dreamers and the world 
needs doers. But above all, the world needs 

dreamers who do. –  US charity fund founder 
and author Sarah Ban Breathnach

Thought for the day

Second take 

STAND up, men and 
boys, there’s a woman 
approaching:

Deep within her 
person, her soul, her 
bosom, is the power 
to nurture, to inspire, 
to dream and bring 
dreams to fruition.

Listen to her voice. Listen to 
what she’s saying. She has intui-
tion – hindsight, insight, foresight. 
If  you embrace her intuition and 
allow it to shape your own think-
ing, you will be wiser for it and 
save yourself  considerable con-
flict, anguish, and money.

Stand up, men, there’s a woman 
approaching:

If  you have the guts, the back-
bone, the wisdom to offer her 
unstrained equality, undiluted 

mutuality, pure re-
spect, all of  which 
God already affords 
her, it is you who will 
be enriched, it is you 
who will benefit. 

And, when you de-
velop the necessary 

manliness to respect all women 
everywhere, you will simply reach 
a place of  growth and understand-
ing that courageous and insightful 
men have always known.

Stand up, men and children, 
there’s a woman approaching:

She will love children, nurture 
leaders, turn a profit, feed a com-
munity, and shape a nation.

● Smith is a family therapist in 
the US. He can be e-mailed at  
FamilyTherapist@iCloud.com.

Rod  
Smith
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COMMENT

Tweets show 
screengrabs of an 
eloquent Modi 
appearing to wax 
lyrical before 
adoring audiences

taken by the SABC, where she is re-
sponsible for providing oversight, 
don’t reflect the policies of  the ANC, 
she should be worried. 

Why is the broadcast corpora-
tion defying the policy of  the rul-
ing party and government that 
promotes openness? Where was 
Muthambi all along when Mot-
soeneng brought the culture of  fear 
and trembling to the corporation?

SABC news anchor Vuyo 
Mvoko’s planned live interview 
about state capturing was canned 
because it touched the nerves of  
other masters who are behind the 
scenes. 

Society should fight because 
trusting the ANC’s internal struc-
tures to deal with elephants who 
are obstructing our democracy is 
far from materialising. The party 
is fractured beyond its capacity to 
correct itself.

PHASWANA ROFHIWA. 
Limpopo

tests on TV, everything is running 
smoothly and Jacob Zuma is a popu-
lar president. It is just a matter of  
time before SABC weather reports 
mention “100% Hlaudi with a good 
chance of  pork pies”.

ROBERT NICOLAI
Howick

the making. 
I recall the widespread admira-

tion for the voters of  the US (whose 
“white” representivity is more than 
70% of  that population) when Presi-
dent Obama was elected to office al-
though widely perceived as “black”! 

It seemed race prejudice was 
dealt a heavy blow. If  people voted 
“according to demographics” he 
would not have won.   

It is discouraging to live with a 
“minority group” sentence not of  
one’s own making, to know that no 
matter how hard one works or ex-
cels, one will be disadvantaged be-
cause of  being perpetually assigned 
as a member of  a “racial’ minority”.   

It is then instructive to ask one-
self  whether Mandela was revered 
because he was “black”.

DESI HALSE
Durban

Lauren Puckett


